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Village of La Grange Park 
Village Work Session Minutes 

January 10, 2012 
 

A Work Session meeting of the Village Board of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was held 
in the Board Room of the La Grange Park Municipal Building on January 10, 2012. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. He asked all in 
attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to 
call the roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:          
 Scott Mesick   
 LaVelle Topps  
 Marshall Seeder  
 Susan Storcel 
 Patricia Rocco 
 
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  
 

Board Members not in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:         
               Rimas Kozica  
 
Also in Attendance were:        
                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 
      Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating 

      Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 
  Village Engineer: Paul Flood 

                                      Interim Public Works Director: Rick Radde 
      Village Fire Chief: Dean Maggos 

Finance Manager: Pierre Garesche 
Youth Commission: Kiley Roache 

                             
           
       
Clerk Seidel informed the President a quorum was present. 
 
President Discipio said the first item on the Agenda was Public Participation.  He asked if there 
were any citizens who wished to address the Board.  
 
Public Participation 
 
There were no citizens who wished to address the Board, President Discipio said the next item 
on the Agenda was the Public Safety Committee. 
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Public Safety Committee Items 

 
President Discipio called upon Trustee LaVelle Topps for the next agenda item.  
 
Trustee Topps said the first item was a request for approval of payment of $8,633 to DuPage 
Security Solutions from Justice Assistance Grant Funds. 
 
He said the police department received approval from the Cook County Judicial Advisory 
Council to purchase a new electronic keypad locking system for the LaGrange Park Municipal 
Building. Although the approval from Cook County was highlighted in the Police Department 
monthly report for October, 2011, the Village purchasing policy requires an expense exceeding 
$5,000 to receive Board authorization or, in the alternative, the approval of at least three 
members of the Public Safety Committee. Regrettably, the system was installed prior to the 
expenditure being approved. We apologize for this error. 
 
He said three quotes for this work were received, and they are attached. The quotes were as 
follows: 
DuPage Security Solutions at   $8,633 
Suburban Door Check and Lock Service at $9,980 
Video & Sound Service, Inc. at  $22,190 
 
He said staff requests that the President and the Board of Trustees authorize payment to DuPage 
Security Solutions in the amount of $8,633 for the electronic keypad locking system. Funds for 
this purchase will come from the FFY 2009 Justice Assistance Stimulus Grant. If the Board 
approves, this matter will be placed on the Regular Village Board Meeting Agenda for January 
24, 2012. 
 
There was no discussion and it was determined by consensus that this item would be placed on 
the Consent Agenda for the January 24, Village Board meeting.  
 
Trustee Topps moved on to the second item which was the purchase of Rescue Air Lifting Bags 
and System. 
 
He said the Fire Department is in need of replacing our rescue air lifting bag system. The current 
air bags are nearly 15 years old, showing signs of aging such as abrasion, with some of them 
showing signs of damage. They are currently kept with all of our other vehicle extrication and 
rescue equipment on our rescue pumper. They are a critical piece of rescue equipment in helping 
lift vehicles and other equipment should someone become trapped underneath. 
 
He said in 2011, the Fire Department was notified that they had been awarded a $20,335 grant to 
help fund the purchase of new rescue equipment, including $10,235 to purchase a new air lifting 
bag system. The grant was obtained through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, which 
is comprised of a highly competitive peer review process administered by FEMA and the 
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Department of Homeland Security. The remaining funds will be used at a later date to purchase 
hydraulic extrication equipment. 
 
He said since the notice of the grant award, Fire Department staff assigned to this project met 
with various vendors, representing various manufacturers, to evaluate the air lifting bags and 
systems in comparison to the departmental needs, and compatibility with existing equipment. 
 
He said after a careful consideration of the products and costs, staff recommends the purchase of 
an eight bag lifting set of MAXIFORCE Air Lifting Bags, for a cost of $6,305. This set is Model 
117 and manufactured by Paratech, Incorporated, located in Frankfort, Illinois. Staff also 
recommends the purchase of a Master Control Kit for the bag system, for a cost of $2,335. The 
total cost is $8,640, of which $8,208 will be covered by the grant, and of which $432 will come 
from the Fire Department budget. The purchase will be made from the Paratech sole source 
vendor for this area; Air One Equipment, Inc., located in South Elgin, Illinois. 
 
He said the action requested is to discuss the approval of the purchase of an eight bag lifting set 
of MAXIFORCE Air Lifting Bags, and a Master Control Kit for the bag system, for a total cost 
is $8,640, from Air One Equipment, Inc., located in South Elgin, Illinois. If consensus, this item 
will be placed on the Agenda for approval at the January 24, 2011 Board Meeting. 
 
Trustee Topps asked Chief Maggos how it worked. Chief Maggos brought a sample for the board 
to see, the bags will work with the lifting kit and an air cylinder or fire truck to lift up to 17 tons. 
 
Kiley Roache said the Youth Commission thought this was a necessity to save someone and the 
Village should purchase the air lifting bags and kit since the cost is covered by a grant. 
 
There was brief discussion and at the end of discussion it was determined by consensus that this 
item would be placed on the Consent Agenda for the next Village Board meeting.  
 
Finance Committee Items 

 
President Discipio called upon Trustee Patty Rocco for the next agenda item. 
 
Trustee Rocco said the public accounting firm of Seldon Fox, Ltd. has audited the Village’s financial 
statements for the past thirteen years. The firm has done an excellent job over the years and we are 
now recommending it be retained to perform the audit for 2011-12. The fee for the audit completed in 
2011 was $15,750. The fee being proposed for the coming audit by Seldon Fox, Ltd. is $16,000. That 
represents a modest 1.6% increase. 
 
She said we ask that the accompanying resolution be adopted at the January 24, 2012 board meeting. 
 
She said staff recommends the resolution be approved. 
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She said attached is the engagement letter for auditing services and a resolution approving audit 
services agreement.  
 
Discussion started, there were a few questions asked to Finance Director Garesché about the 
possibility of going to bid and having the Finance Committee look at this.  A brief discussion 
followed.  At the end of discussion, it was determined by consensus that the Resolution 
Approving Audit Services Agreement with Selden Fox, Ltd. be placed on the Consent Agenda 
for approval at the next Village Board meeting. 
 
President Discipio then moved on to other reports. 
 
He called upon Village Manager Julia Cedillo for a report.  She had nothing to report. 
 
He then called upon Village Clerk Seidel for a report.  Clerk Seidel said she had nothing to 
report.  
 
The next report was from President Discipio.  President Discipio said he had a few items to 
report. 
 
President Discipio asked how the I-Pads were working. Trustee Rocco and Trustee Storcel 
seemed satisfied with the I-Pad with the exception of note taking functions. 
 
President Discipio wanted to update everyone on the Post Office Situation. He said he has asked 
Tom Serafin for help and there will be a robo-call Monday with 4 questions to residents as well 
as an upcoming open house with video and comments. 
 
President Discipio said there will be a strategic meeting with the Commercial Revitalization 
Committee towards the end of February to get the Boards input on the work of the CRC. 
 
President Discipio wanted to thank the CRC and show the new Forbes sign that will be placed 
under the Village entry way signs. 
 
This completed the Presidents Report and President Discipio moved on to the next item. 
 
Trustee Mesick said recently the Village of LaGrange Park was notified by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity that all three grant awards totaling 
$600,000 have progressed to a position where the agency can now present grant agreement for 
review and signature. As you may recall this funding is a part of the 2009 Illinois Jobs Now 
Capital Bill. These funds are legislative discretionary funds, requiring no matching monies from 
LaGrange Park and are earmarked for the construction of a Public Works Garage Facility at 937 
Barsdale Road. 
 
He said the Grant Agreement, Notice of Grant Award, and Grant Agreement Transmittal Letter 
for each of the grants are attached. In order to receive the funds, the Agreement requires the 
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signature of the Village President. The program budget, scope of work, grant fund control 
requirements, and general provisions are included as Parts I, II, III, IV of each of the agreements. 
 
Trustee Mesick said motion to authorize the Village President to sign the attached DCEO Grant 
Agreements at the January 10, 2012 Village Board Work Session Meeting. 
 
He said staff recommends that the Village Board authorizes the Village President to sign the 
attached agreements. 
 
Discussion started with questions, concerns and clarifications. Trustee Seeder had concerns 
about the timeline and scope of work and that it had not been approved by residents and the 
board. President Discipio wanted to know the rigidity of the grant, Village Manager Cedillo 
commented that some substance had to be included in the grants to get them moving forward, 
she also stated that the grants can be amended which would require work by staff and DCEO. 
Trustee Storcel wanted more information and wanted more public awareness for residents. 
Trustee Mesick informed the board that the full packet on this issue is on file and the board 
should proceed since this grant would save the Village $600,000 and would provide a safe and 
secure place for staff, vehicles and equipment. Attorney Keating clarified that the scope of work 
in the grant is vague; her concern is the risk if costs come in over what was planned. Village 
Manager Cedillo stated that they asked DCEO for assistance to provide flexibility in the grant 
and costs were itemized in a conservative matter. Trustee Topps asked how we were paying for 
the remaining costs of the project, Village Manager Cedillo said the remaining funds were 
budgeted. President Discipio would like to see information redistributed and would like to 
discuss at the next board meeting, giving Trustees a little more time to look at the information.  
 
Trustee Seeder made a motion to table the original motion to authorize the Village President to sign 
the attached DCEO Grant Agreements at the January 10, 2012 Village Board Work Session Meeting. 
Trustee Storcel seconded the motion. 
Trustee Mesick- no Trustee Topps-no Trustee Seeder-yes 
Trustee Storcel-yes Trustee Rocco-yes President Discipio-no 
Motion to table fails by a vote of 3 to 3, with President Discipio’s vote breaking the tie. 
 
Trustee Mesick said motion to authorize the Village President to sign the attached DCEO Grant 
Agreements at the January 10, 2012 Village Board Work Session Meeting. 
Trustee Topps seconded the motion. 
Trustee Mesick- yes Trustee Topps-yes Trustee Seeder-no 
Trustee Storcel-no Trustee Rocco-no 
Motion fails by a vote of 3 to 2 
 
Trustee Rocco made a motion to reconsider, to table the original motion to authorize the Village 
President to sign the attached DCEO Grant Agreements at the January 10, 2012 Village Board Work 
Session Meeting. Trustee Seeder seconded the motion. 
Trustee Mesick- no Trustee Topps-no Trustee Seeder-yes 
Trustee Storcel-yes Trustee Rocco-yes President Discipio-yes 
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Motion to table passes by a vote of 4 to 2. Motion remains on the table. 
 
This concluded the Committee Reports so President Discipio moved on to other reports.   
 
President Discipio then moved on to New Business.  There was none. 
 
There was no further business to be brought before the Work Session.  Trustee Seeder made a 
motion to adjourn.  Trustee Mesick seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn passed 
unanimously on a voice vote.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Amanda G. Seidel 
      Village Clerk 
 

 


