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MINUTES 
COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE 

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE PARK 
November 15, 2012 

Village Hall 
447 N. Catherine Avenue 
La Grange Park, Illinois 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 Chairman LaVelle Topps called the Commercial Revitalization Committee (CRC) 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 15, 2012, in the Board Room of 
the Village Hall, 447 N. Catherine Avenue, La Grange Park, Illinois. 
 
Present: Chairman LaVelle Topps, Trustee Patricia Rocco  
 
Also Present: Assistant Village Manager Emily Rodman, Village Clerk Amanda Seidel, 

Village Intern Katie Hosso  
 
Village Clerk Seidel stated that a quorum was present.  Chairman Topps said the first 
item was the approval of the minutes from the October 2, 2012 meeting.  Committee 
Member Rocco said “I move to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2012 Commercial 
Revitalization Committee Meeting.”  Trustee Topps seconded the motion. The motion to 
approve passed unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item which was an update on Village 
Commercial Revitalization Efforts. Assistant Village Manager Rodman updated the 
Committee. The annual ICSC Chicago Deal-Making trade show occurred on October 
3rd and she and Intern Katie Hosso attended to promote the Village. They passed out 
approximately 8-9 flash drives to attending businesses and  staff will follow up with this 
business with a letter. They also picked up economic development brochures from other 
communities.  Assistant Village Manager Rodman and Intern Katie Hosso attended the 
Chamber Halloween Walk on October 26th and attended the Chambers debriefing on 
the event. November 2nd was the ribbon cutting for the Beach Avenue Parking Lot and 
the Children’s House Montessori School. The Village is working with the La Grange 
Park Chamber on the December 7th Chili Cook-Off and on the December 15th Holiday in 
the Park. Katie Hosso has been making changes to the Village website to make it more 
business friendly, she gave the Committee a handout on the changes being made. 
Assistant Village Manager Rodman and Intern Hosso mentioned they will be attending a 
seminar on corridor revitalization in Oak Park on November 16th. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item which was review and discussion of 
the draft Commercial Revitalization Plan. Assistant Village Manager went through the 
draft plan and the Commercial Revitalization Plan Implementation Matrix which will be 
presented to the Village Board in January. Trustee Rocco updated the Committee on 
her attendance at the IML Conference. She also passed out notes and a handout from a 
presentation from the Retail Coach on 12 Ways to Expand Your Sales Tax Base. The 
Committee discussed Trustee Rocco’s notes and how some of the ideas could be 
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incorporated into the Commercial Revitalization Plan; including knowing your retail trade 
area, retail gap analysis, current aerial photograph, and having a booth at the ICSC. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to discuss the next steps of the Committee. The next step is 
to present the Commercial Revitalization Plan and Implementation Matrix to the Village 
Board during the January work session.  
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the scheduling of the next meeting date. Assistant Village 
Manager Rodman mentioned that Ann Wiegand would like to do a presentation for the 
Committee on branding; the Committee was in favor of the presentation. The 
Committee agreed to meet again on February 21, 2013. Assistant Village Manager 
Rodman mentioned that once the Board adopts the plan she would like the Committee 
to meet quarterly in the months of February, May, August and November. 
 
Trustee Rocco brought a motion to adjourn, Trustee Topps seconded the motion. With 
no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Topps declared the 
meeting adjourned. The meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
 
       Amanda G. Seidel 
       Village Clerk 


