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MINUTES 
COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE 

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE PARK 
October 2, 2012 

Village Hall 
447 N. Catherine Avenue 
La Grange Park, Illinois 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Chairman LaVelle Topps called the Commercial Revitalization Committee (CRC) 
meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. on Tuesday, October 2, 2012, in the Board Room of the 
Village Hall, 447 N. Catherine Avenue, La Grange Park, Illinois. 
 
Present: Chairman LaVelle Topps, Trustee Susan Storcel, Trustee Patricia Rocco  
 
Also Present: Assistant Village Manager Emily Rodman, Village Clerk Amanda Seidel 
 
Village Clerk Seidel stated that a quorum was present.  The first item on the agenda 
was Public Comment, there was none. Chairman Topps moved on to the next item, 
which was the approval of the minutes from the August 23, 2012 meeting.  Committee 
Member Storcel pointed out a correction on page 2, change “Chili Cook” to “Chili Cook-
Off” Committee Member Storcel said “I move to approve the minutes of the August 23 
as amended, 2012 Commercial Revitalization Committee Meeting.”  Trustee Rocco 
seconded the motion. The motion to approve passed unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item, which was a Summary of Current 
Retail Trends and Challenges. Assistant Village Manager Rodman passed out a 
“Summary of Current Retail Trends” from the Source “Future of Retail” presented by 
Business Districts, Inc. with a summary of what she learned at a recent conference as 
well as discussed the trends and challenges that LaGrange Park faces. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item, which was ICSC Update. Assistant 
Village Manager Rodman discussed the materials that will be included on the Flash 
Drive that she and Village Intern Katie Hosso will be handing out at the ICSC 
Conference. Materials on the flash drive include demographics of Lagrange Park, 
Properties for Lease with information on each property, and Business Resource Guide. 
A packet was handed to the committee that was prepared by staff and intern Katie 
Hosso which included properties for lease with detailed information, photos and contact 
information regarding each property. Assistant Village Manager commented that the 
goal at ICSC is to gather contact information, broker feedback and trend information. 
The Committee was happy with all the information that was prepared for the flash drive. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item, Business Resource Guide. 
Assistant Village Manager Rodman presented the Committee with the “Business 
Resource Guide- What You Need to Know for Your Business” which was a guide 
created by staff for operating, expanding or starting your business in Lagrange Park. 
The Guide included the following information; introduction, frequently asked questions, 
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new business checklist, occupancy & building permits, permit requirements, permit 
approval process, sign permits, inspections, business license, liquor and tobacco 
license, waste removal, and water billing and utility notification.  One change that was 
mentioned was the cover picture would be changed to a shop local banner. 
 
Chairman Topps moved to the next item, Review of La Grange Park Chamber of 
Commerce Feedback on Draft Commercial Revitalization Action Plan. Assistant Village 
Manager Rodman distributed and discussed a handout to the Committee with feedback 
received from the Chamber including items to incorporate and other ideas. Sherri Sauer 
who was present at the night’s meeting commented on the chamber feedback. She also 
mentioned feedback from businesses in regards to the sign code and also commented 
on the landscaping on 31st street.   
 
Chairman Topps moved on to Update on Revisions to Draft Commercial Revitalization 
Plan. Assistant Village Manager Rodman had included a summary of the Revisions on 
the same handout as the Chamber Feedback. Assistant Village Manager Rodman 
summarized that the premise for the Action Plan is to be a functional, dynamic 
document, organized in a matter that’s clear, concise and measurable. She then went 
through the key modifications of the plan including; categorizing of action items 
according to objective, providing summary text, adding diagrams, reorganizing 
implementation matrix, and adding additional action items to incorporate chamber 
feedback. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the scheduling the next meeting date. The Committee 
agreed to meet again on November 15th at 7pm before the CRC Action Plan goes to the 
full board on December 11th. 
 
Trustee Rocco brought a motion to adjourn, Trustee Storcel seconded the motion. With 
no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Topps declared the 
meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Amanda G. Seidel 
       Village Clerk 


