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MINUTES 
COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE 

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE PARK 
August 23, 2012 

Village Hall 
447 N. Catherine Avenue 
La Grange Park, Illinois 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Chairman LaVelle Topps called the Commercial Revitalization Committee (CRC) 
meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. on Thursday, August 23, 2012, in the Board Room of the 
Village Hall, 447 N. Catherine Avenue, La Grange Park, Illinois. 
 
Present: Chairman LaVelle Topps, Trustee Susan Storcel, Trustee Patricia Rocco  
 
Also Present: Village Manager Julia Cedillo, Assistant Village Manager Emily Rodman, 

Village Clerk Amanda Seidel, Village Intern Katie Hosso  
 
Village Clerk Seidel stated that a quorum was present.  Assistant Village Manager 
Rodman introduced the new Commercial Revitalization Intern Katie Hosso, who is a La 
Grange Park resident as well as an employee of Oasis. The first item on the agenda 
was Public Comment, there was none. Chairman Topps moved on to the next item, 
which was the approval of the minutes from the January 12, 2012 meeting.  Committee 
Member Rocco said “I move to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2011 
Commercial Revitalization Committee Meeting.”  Trustee Storcel seconded the motion. 
The motion to approve passed unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item, which was an Update on Village 
Commercial Revitalization Efforts. Assistant Village Manager Rodman went over what 
staff has done since February and the assets, challenges, vision and the role of staff 
and the Village. Intern Katie Hosso is working on building databases, Interns Katie and 
Traci are working on drafting a business resource guide that should be ready at the end 
of September/early October, staff also updated the Draft CRC Plan and created the 
Implementation Plan. 
 
Chairman Topps moved to the next item, Review and Discussion of the Draft 
Commercial Revitalization Plan. Assistant Village Manager Rodman went through the 
Village of La Grange Park Commercial Revitalization Plan. A few typos were pointed out 
that have been or will be corrected as well as some wording changes to the Business 
Retention paragraph. It was also mentioned that a “Draft” watermark should be on the 
action plan before it goes to the chamber for input. Assistant Village Manager Rodman 
went on to the Commercial Revitalization Plan Implementation Matrix. It was mentioned 
how the chamber is starting a business mentor program and the village should have 
mentors as well. It was suggested how business milestones should be recognized. 
There was a short discussion and clarification of branding and what the committee and 
village can do. It was also mentioned how it would be helpful to have a start date and 
completion date column added to the Implementation Matrix.  



 
Chairman Topps moved on to next steps of the Committee. Assistant Village Manager 
Rodman said she would like to get feedback from Businesses and share the draft plan 
with the Directors of the LaGrange Park Chamber.  Sherri Sauer said she would 
arrange a special meeting of the officers to review the plan. Sherri gave an update that 
as of today the La Grange Park Business Association is officially the La Grange Park 
Chamber of Commerce. She went on how a being a Chamber helps visibility to bring 
other communities together. Sherri updated the committee on their upcoming activities; 
membership drive will be held on September 26th, a Halloween Event, and the Chili 
Cook. Assistant Village Manager Rodman said she would like the Committee to meet 
one more time after she receives business input but before the plan goes to the full 
board. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the scheduling the next meeting date. The Committee 
agreed to meet again on Thursday October 18. 
 
Trustee Storcel brought a motion to adjourn, Trustee Rocco seconded the motion. With 
no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Topps declared the 
meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
 
       Amanda G. Seidel 
       Village Clerk 


