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MINUTES 
COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE 

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE PARK 
February 21, 2013 

Village Hall 
447 N. Catherine Avenue 
La Grange Park, Illinois 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Chairman LaVelle Topps called the Commercial Revitalization Committee (CRC) meeting 
to order at 7:12 p.m. on Thursday, February 21, 2013, in the Board Room of the Village 
Hall, 447 N. Catherine Avenue, La Grange Park, Illinois. 
 
Present: Chairman LaVelle Topps, Trustee Patricia Rocco, Trustee Krista Grimm  
 
Also Present: Assistant Village Manager Emily Rodman, Village Clerk Amanda Seidel,  
 
Village Clerk Seidel stated that a quorum was present.  Chairman Topps said the first item 
was the approval of the minutes from the November 15, 2012 meeting.  Trustee Rocco 
said “I move to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2012 Commercial Revitalization 
Committee Meeting.”  Trustee Grimm seconded the motion. The motion to approve passed 
unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next agenda item which was Public Comment. There 
was none. 
 
Chairman Topps moved on to the next item-presentation and discussion on Community 
Branding. Ann Wiegand introduced DJ Esquival. Ann Wiegand and DJ Esquival asked the 
Committee for 3 items of what they would like to see happen in LaGrange Park.  The 
Committee answered; greener, pothole free, pedestrian friendly, economically diverse, 
booming business district with no vacancies, animal friendly community with dog parks, 
clean streets and beautification of roads and landscapes. The Committee discussed these 
items as well as what they love about LaGrange Park including how it is a community of 
neighbors. They began the presentation by handing out a packet from dieselhaus.com. DJ 
Esquival discussed how the strongest brand wins by; product clutter, features, advertising, 
message and media. They began by discussing Capabilities through brand, identity, 
digital, and environments. They moved on to Deep Design through vision (where are we 
going), identity (how are identify), culture, products and brands. The perception, reason, 
emotion, resonance and ideology of deep design were also discussed. They moved on to 
Approach;:Transformation through; engage, conducting research, clarifying strategy, 
designing identity, creating touch points, managing assets, participation, evangelism, 
ownership and evaluation. Ann Wiegand and DJ Esquival ended the presentation by 
explaining how the concepts can be utilized. Assistant Village Manager Rodman clarified 
how the Village of LaGrange Park can use these ideas and incorporate them. The 
Committee discussed where they would like to see LaGrange Park including how to reach 
out to the community to create a vision and brand. Ann Wiegand discussed how a brand 
can be effective. The discussion on branding ended once Ann Wiegand and DJ Esquival 
answered any questions of the Committee. 



 
Chairman Topps moved on to next steps of the Committee. Assistant Village Manager 
Rodman asked for thoughts and ideas from the Committee on where the Committee wants 
to go next. It was discussed how the Chamber and Village can work together. Assistant 
Village Manager Rodman discussed the packet that will go to businesses including; CRC 
Plan, Business Guide and additional information. Assistant Village Manager Rodman 
ended by stating the CRC Plan will be presented at the March meeting. 
 
Trustee Rocco brought a motion to adjourn, Trustee Grimm seconded the motion. With no 
further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Topps declared the meeting 
adjourned at 8:23 pm. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Amanda G. Seidel 
       Village Clerk 


