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Village of La Grange Park 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes - Revised 

March 27, 2012 
 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was 
scheduled on March 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the La Grange Park Municipal 
Building. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. He asked all in 
attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to 
call the roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:   Scott Mesick  
 LaVelle Topps  
 Marshall Seeder 
 Susan Storcel 
 Patricia Rocco 
 
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  

 
Board Members absent were:  
                                                                            Trustees:   Rimas Kozica 
 

Also in Attendance were:        
                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 
      Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating  
                                                Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 
                                       Village Engineer: Paul Flood 
      Finance Manager: Pierre Garesche 
      Fire Chief:  Dean Maggos 
      Police Commander: Ed Rompa 
    Interim Director of Public Works: Rick Radde  
                 
                
 
President Discipio said he would like to begin by introducing Jim McCarthy. Jim McCarthy 
wanted to thank everyone with their help with the Just Irish Enough Parade benefitting St. 
Baldricks Foundation. Jim McCarthy gave a summary of the event and how it progressed over 
the years and introduced some residents who assisted with the planning. President Discipio then 
read the Proclamation regarding the McCarthy Family and the money they have raised for the St. 
Baldricks Foundation and presented it to Jim and his wife.   
 
President Discipio then moved on to his next item. He said since its establishment in January 
2010, the CVC has held regular monthly meetings in an effort to plan, prioritize and achieve the 
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agenda set forth in the Commission’s Charter document and the directives set by the Village 
Board. Since that time, the commission has engaged in a data collections process, a carbon 
emissions inventory, the co-sponsoring of community events and the development of a 
Sustainability Plan. At the February 14th Work Session meeting, a presentation on the 
commissions work, its findings, and the final draft of the Sustainability Plan. A copy of the draft 
Sustainability Plan is posted online at the Village’s website.  President Discipio then introduced 
CVC Chairperson Krista Grimm.   
 
Krista Grimm went through her power point presentation and then asked the Village Board to 
review and approve the Sustainability Plan. She said she would answer any questions. 
 
The Trustees wanted to thank Krista and the Cool Village Commission for all their hard work. 
 
Public Participation 
 
President Discipio said the next item on the Agenda was Public Participation.  He asked if there 
were any citizens who wished to address the Board. John Hunter of John Hunter Services, 
managing broker for 1126-1130 Maple Ave. spoke in favor of the Fire Sprinkler Variation 
Request for 1130 Maple Ave. President Discipio moved on to the Consent Agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
Village Clerk Seidel said the following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes 
(i) Village Board Meeting – February 28, 2012 
(ii) Executive Session Meeting – February 28, 2012 
(iii) Work Session Meeting – March 13, 2012 
(iv) Executive Session Meeting – March 13, 2012 

B. Action- Motion to approve an Ordinance Granting a Variation on Property located at 
1029 N. Beach Avenue (Public Hearing No. 2012-01) 

C. Action- Motion to Approve the Temporary Use Permit Application Granting a 
Temporary Structure at Jewel. 

D. Action- Motion to Approve the Purchase of New Structural Firefighting Turnout Gear. 
E. Action- Motion to Approve a Resolution Accepting the Bid from Rags Electric 

Company in the amount of $9,100.00 (replacement of Auto Transfer Switch).  
F. Action- Motion to Approve a Resolution Accepting Proposal/Contracts for Lawn 

Mowing and Flower Bed Landscape Maintenance (Landscape Concepts Management).  
G. Motion to Authorize the President and Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sign 

the register for bills, and authorize the Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in 
payment of operating bills and salaries as itemized in the Check Registers  

H. Motion to Authorize the Village Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in the 
payment of payroll and other bills that become due between this date and April 24, 
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2012 subsequent approval of the Payroll Register and Voucher Register by the Board of 
Trustees at its regular meeting to be held on April 24, 2012.  

  
After Clerk Seidel finished reading, President Discipio asked for a motion to approve the 
Consent Agenda as read.  Trustee Seeder asked to remove Executive Session Minutes from 
February 28, 2012.  President Discipio asked for a motion to remove items A(ii). There was no 
discussion and the motion to approve the Consent Agenda with items A(ii) removed was made 
by Trustee Mesick and seconded by Trustee Topps and passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Village Manager’s Report  
 
Village Manager Julia Cedillo said she wanted to remind everyone that the Public Hearing and 
Presentation on the Budget will be April 10 at 7:15 p.m. 
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Storcel summarized the Administration Committee report. The Spring Rose Clippings 
should be delivered to residents the first week of April. On the March 20th Ballot, residents of the 
community were asked if the Village should have the right to negotiate for reduced electrical 
supply rates on their behalf, the referendum passed with 68.62% of the La Grange Park voters 
voting “yes”. The Youth Commission has scheduled the annual Community Volunteer Weekend 
for the April 21st and April 22nd. The Village is planning a special Arbor Day Celebration on 
Friday, April 27th. The Village would like to thank all the residents that participated in the Post 
Office surveys and video, the video has been sent to postal service officials in DC and to Village 
Congressional Representatives. Village staff has reviewed applications for Village Treasurer, 
evaluation will continue through April. 
 
Trustee Seeder expressed his disappointment with the consultants in publicizing the municipal 
aggregation referendum. 
 
This concluded her report.  
 
BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Trustee LaVelle Topps said there were 37 building permits were issued in February, compared to 
28 in February 2011.  
 
He said estimated construction costs and Permit Fees collected for this past February were 
substantially less that what they were for February of 2011. This is partially due to the fact that 
the Village issued a new house permit in February 2011.  
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He said there were 52 inspections conducted during February of 2012, compared to 45 in 
February of 2011. He said of the inspections, 6 were not approved.  
 
He said inspections were conducted during the month for Arbor Animal Hospital, which is now 
located at 14 E. 31st St. a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy was issued on February 27th. 
Additional parking lot work will be completed shortly. 
 
He said initial plans were submitted and reviewed during the month for the new softball field, 
tennis courts, storage garage and parking area at Nazareth. 
 
He said staff addressed five instances where work was being conducted without permits. 
 
This concluded his report. 
 
ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Marshal Seeder said a meeting with the Army Corps Engineers, discussing grant funding 
for a water main project on La Grange Road. 
 
He said the Village is proceeding with developing final design for Beach Parking Lot. 
 
He said the Village continued the close-out process on the Beach/Monroe & Blanchan/Morgan 
paving projects. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee LaVelle Topps started with the Police Department Summary for February. He said 
overall police activity for the first two months this year remains slightly higher than in 2011, 
with 1116 incidents reported compared to 995 last year.  
 
He said crimes against property are higher thus far, with 24 this year, compared to 15 during 
2011. Crimes against persons are identical to last year, with 13 being reported. 
 
That concluded the Police Department report.  
 
Trustee Topps started with the Fire Department report. He said there were 131 EMS responses 
this month and 234 YTD. Last year at this time there were 211 YTD. There were 48 fire/ rescue 
incidents this month, and 90 YTD and last year at this time there were 84 YTD.  
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He said EMS personnel were again awarded EMS Run of the Month for January by staff at 
Adventist La Grange Hospital, for their treatment of a patient with severe cardiac problems. 
 
He said personnel provided CPR training to six residents for a Community CPR class held with 
the Park District. 
 
He said personnel participated in the Jump Rope for Heart events at Brook-Park School. 
 
He said as part of training during the month, personnel conducted pre-fire planning session at 
Plymouth Place, which was attended by most of our personnel and two neighboring fire 
departments. 
 
He said personnel attended the Aging Care Connections Community Action Team monthly 
meeting. 
 
Trustee Topps moved on to the next item discussion and action for a Fire Sprinkler Variation 
Request at 1130 Maple. He proceeded to read the Village Board Agenda Memo from March 19, 
2012 regarding a Fire Sprinkler Variation Request for 1130 Maple. He went through the general 
background that a proposed new day care center is planning on opening at 1130 Maple, in order 
to obtain approval and occupancy the Village’s Fire Prevention Code requires a fire sprinkler 
system. The owners of the building George and Judy Ellison are requesting a variance from the 
fire sprinkler code requirement. Staffs recommendation is not to grant a variance, due to public 
safety must take precedence. 
 
Discussion started with many comments and concerns. It was clarified that this is an independent 
daycare with DCFS oversight, with up to 12 children from newborn up in ages. The ratio is 4 
children per 1 adult. DCFS requires a facility be hardwired to the fire department and have 
automatic fire detectors. There were concerns raised about parking and child drop off and pick 
up. There was concern raised about evacuation methods since children would be in cribs and 
evacuation with locked doors and crash bars. The overall concern was safety. 
 
The Ellison’s spoke on the estimated cost being around $25,000 to install a sprinkler system at 
this time when the building has been vacant, they said their intention would be to install a 
sprinkler after 1 year. 
 
Trustee Topps would have liked more information. Trustee Mesick expressed his concern with 
the young ages of the children. Trustee Storcel also had concern for the children that can’t walk, 
but was comforted that the owners will work further with staff and fire personnel. Trustee Seeder 
said he is in favor of the variance and satisfied that requirements have been met. Trustee Rocco 
voiced concern with safety citing the following reasons: five infants, seven toddlers and only 
three adults; the code requires a sprinkler system; and, the proposed business is more of a 
daycare rather than a school. President Discipio had great concern with the safety issue. 
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Motion to approve a one year fire sprinkler variance for 1130 Maple Avenue was brought by 
Trustee Topps. The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick. Clerk Seidel called roll; Trustee 
Mesick-no, Trustee Topps-yes, Trustee Seeder- yes, Trustee Storcel-yes, Trustee Rocco-no, 
President Discipio-no. Motion fails 3-3, with President Discipio’s vote creating a tie vote and 
defeating the motion. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Scott Mesick summarized the monthly report for February. 
 
In regards to Public Works Operations there were three snow and/or ice occurrences during the 
month, salting of streets occurred with a total of 65.1 tons of salt being used on 393.4 miles of 
Village Streets. Pothole repairs continued throughout the Village, with 1 ton of asphalt used on 
over 100 holes. Over 225 Village street miles were cleaned by the street sweeper, with 45 yards 
of waste being picked up. Building and ground maintenance was performed around the PW 
facility, Village Hall, and along 31st St. 170 tons of debris was removed from the PW dump site 
located along the railroad tracks. Several Work Orders for tree trimming in the Village’s 
parkway were taken care of. Sign maintenance was performed in various areas of town, 
including replacement of all Stop signs at the corner of Kemman & Harding. Individual branch 
pickups requests were performed. 
 
He said various repairs and preventative maintenance were performed on Public Works Vehicle 
& Equipment Units, Police Vehicles and Fire Vehicle and Equipment. 
 
He said the Village purchased 33,826,000 gallons of water from the Brookfield/North Riverside 
Water Commission. 3 water main breaks were repaired, 3 water leaks was repaired. 1,467 water 
meters were read in section #2. 50 monthly accounts and 13 final meter readings were taken.  
He said various inspections, appointments, and service calls were also performed. 15 water 
samples were taken and all samples successfully passed IEPA standards. 44 utility locations were 
identified prior to excavations. 2 valve box repairs were made.  
 
This concluded his report. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Patricia Rocco said we are now 83.3% of the way through its fiscal year. With General 
revenues exceeding that percentage and expenses less than that percentage, we are temporarily 
experiencing a sizable operating surplus. This surplus will be greatly diminished by year’s end 
but it is anticipated we will still end the year with a surplus. 
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She said the Village is consistently out performing its budget with respect to expenses. With 
83.3% of the way through the fiscal year, the Administration Department has expended 71.9% of 
its budget, the Police Department 63.7%, the Fire Department 75.0%, Public Works 72.5%, and 
the Building Department 67.4%. . 
 
She said the “Other Professional Services” line item in the General Fund’s Administration 
Department shows we spent $3,015.00 during the month of February. We paid $1,755 to 
Cagwood Consulting for lobbying services and $1,260 was paid to Legat Architects for 
architectural services. 
 
Trustee Seeder asked about the fee to Legat, it was clarified that this expense was for meetings 
that were billed at an hourly rate which fell under the previous contract. 
 
This concluded the Finance Committee’s Report. 
 
COOL VILLAGE COMMITTEE 
 
Motion to approve the Village of La Grange Park Sustainability Plan was made by Trustee 
Rocco. The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick. Motion passes unanimously on a roll call 
vote. 
 
VILLAGE CLERK  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Clerk Seidel said she had nothing to report.  
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Attorney Keating said she had nothing to report.  
 
COMMITTEE AND COLLECTORS REPORT  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

There were no other reports; President Discipio said he would entertain a motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Mesick made the motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Seeder seconded the motion, and the 
motion to approve Committee and Collector’s reports passed unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Village President’s Report  
 
President Discipio said they have interviewed 3 candidates for Village Treasurer and have 4 
additional interviews scheduled, which will be done by the end of April. 
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President Discipio also mentioned the Springfield drive down to meet with Legislators. 
 
This concluded his report; President Discipio said the next item was Public Participation on non-
agenda related items.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
There was none.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Since there was no further business to be brought before the Village Board Meeting, President 
Discipio said he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Trustee Mesick made a motion to adjourn.  
Trustee Storcel seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously on a voice 
vote.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Amanda G. Seidel  
Village Clerk 


