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Village of La Grange Park 
Village Work Session Minutes 

February 14, 2012 
 
 

 
A Work Session meeting of the Village Board of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was held 
in the Board Room of the La Grange Park Municipal Building on February 14, 2012. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. He asked all in 
attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to 
call the roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:          
 Rimas Kozica 
 Scott Mesick   
 LaVelle Topps  
 Marshall Seeder  
 Susan Storcel 
 Patricia Rocco 
 
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  
 

Also in Attendance were:        
                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 

Assistant Village Manager: Emily Rodman 
      Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating 

      Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 
  Village Engineer: Paul Flood 

                                      Interim Public Works Director: Rick Radde 
      Village Fire Chief: Dean Maggos 

Finance Manager: Pierre Garesche 
Youth Commission: Aubrey Aikens 

                             
           
       
Clerk Seidel informed the President a quorum was present. 
 
President Discipio said the first item on the Agenda was a presentation.  President Discipio 
introduced Krista Grimm of the Cool Village Commission. Krista came up to the microphone 
and introduced Commission members David Mrazek, Donna Twickler, Joe Paris, John Aikens 
all who were present that evening and mentioned members Edward Kram and Sarah Cervak who 
were unable to attend. 
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Krista moved on to the Power Point Presentation. The Board Members had all received a copy of 
the presentation. The Cool Village Commission was created on October 27 of 2009 with the 
purpose “to educate and inform citizens and facilitate sustainable community practices that lead 
to a reduction of the community’s carbon footprint while promoting water conservation and the 
improvement of air, climate and water quality”. The Committees activities include community 
outreach events such as e-waste recycling, Drug Take Back Day and participating in other 
events, the committee also collects and analyzes data to create a Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Inventory and a Draft Sustainability Plan. She continued by discussing the Emissions Inventories 
by sector, sources and government operations. She then discussed there Sustainability Plan to 
generate ideas, evaluate ideas, get board approval, implement programs and evaluate and receive 
community feedback. She said sustainable strategy areas include water, land, air, energy, energy 
efficient lighting and waste recycling/E-waste mitigation. Krista concluded her presentation with 
considerations and next steps of the committee; the Commission will need to be re-authorized by 
the board at a later date. The Cool Village Commission is looking for the Village Board to 
review there draft Sustainability Plan and information presented to them. 
 
Trustee Kozica asked about clarification of CO2E. Donna from the CVC clarified it is a 
measurement on a level playing field of gases emitted with the E meaning equivalent. Trustee 
Seeder asked what can the Board and residents do to achieve their goal as well as possibly 
looking into the Public Works Fleet of vehicles. Krista mentioned residents can help by looking 
at weatherization, windows and AC, wraps on hot water heaters, light bulbs and other efficiency 
programs. 
 
President Discipio thanked Krista and the Cool Village Commission. Village Manager Cedillo 
said the presentation could be put on the website and through e-briefs.   
 
Aubrey Aikens said the Youth Commission agreed with the ideas of the CVC. 
 
Public Participation 
 
President Discipio said the next item on the Agenda was Public Participation.  He asked if there 
were any citizens who wished to address the Board.  
 
First to address the Work Session was Mr. Jack Ryder of 629 Barnsdale. Mr. Ryder had some 
comments about the Public Works Garage. He said he understood that the architect wants to stay 
within budget however he had concerns about the size getting smaller of the building. He also 
said thank you to the CVC. 
 
Second to address the Work Session was Mr. Fred Weiss of 627 N. Brainard. He mentioned an 
idea of time limits for Trustees similar to public participation time limits for residents and 
suggested page numbers in work packets for easy reference. 
 
There were no other citizens who wished to address the Board, so President Discipio said the 
next item on the Agenda was the Public Safety Committee. 
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Public Safety Committee Items 

 
President Discipio called upon Trustee LaVelle Topps for the next agenda item, a discussion and 
action for a sprinkler variance request. Trustee Topps proceeded to read the Village Board Agenda 
Memo from February 7th regarding a Fire Sprinkler Variation request at 1015 E. 31st Street. 
 
A new business, the Children’s House Montessori School, was planning on opening as a daycare 
facility in the building located at 1015 E. 31st Street. In order to obtain approval and occupancy 
for such, the Village’s Fire Prevention Code requires this building to be protected by an 
approved automatic fire sprinkler suppression system. Specifically, in this matter, the fire 
sprinkler requirement is triggered by section 1.10c of the code, which addresses “change of use” 
in existing buildings. The owners of the proposed Montessori School, Steve and Jamie Archer, 
have submitted a letter requesting a variance from this code requirement in order to open the 
daycare, for the duration of their occupancy or a minimum of 3 years. 
 
Trustee Topps then turned it over to Chief Maggos. Chief Maggos explained how the Village 
Fire Prevention Code applies to a daycare in a commercial space and why the code applies to this 
business location that is becoming a daycare. He said a new daycare has never requested a 
variance so this becomes a unique situation. Chief Maggos mentioned some examples of 
variances requested including a women’s workout space, Nazareth Academy and St. Louise. 
Chief Maggos mentioned that the Fire Prevention Code; change of use occupancy, refers to 
BOCA which no longer exists. Chief Maggos said he consulted with the Code Council and the 
ICC on this matter. Chief Maggos recommendation was not to grant a variation. 
 
Attorney Keating clarified that the Board has 30 days to discuss then 10 days to reply to the 
Archers variance request. 30 days from February 2nd for a hearing and 10 days from the hearing 
date to make a decision. There are two options; option 1 conclude hearing tonight and make a 
decision or option 2 continue hearing to next board meeting. 
 
Trustee Storcel had questions regarding the timeline, costs and distinction in the fire codes. 
Trustee Rocco had questions about the how restrictive the Villages codes are. Trustee Kozica 
had some questions regarding the building at 1015 E. 31st . 
 
Trustee Topps introduced Steve and Jamie Archer. The Archers passed out packets to the Board 
containing Day Care Center Requirements from the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal and 
information from the IL Joint Committee on Administrative Rules. The Archers explained and 
defended there variance request by saying that after a year they will comply with accreditation to 
become a school, there will never be more than 16 people in the building and they have 
emergency plans in place. They have talked to the Montessori Society and DCFS and are in 
compliance with the IL State Fire Marshall. The Archers also explained the financial hardship 
aspect, the estimated cost of a sprinkler system is $16,000 plus additional cost for water service. 
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The Archers introduced Robin Kruse the property owner of 1015 E. 31st Street and the 
neighboring/adjoining business 31st Street Antiques. Ms. Kruse also wanted to mention that the 
Archers lease has a 3 year option to buy the building. 
 
Trustee Topps said he loves the idea of new businesses and encourages businesses as the 
chairman of the CRC, however as a parent he said safety first. Trustee Kozica said the Archers 
seem to have things in place and the Village has allowed other variances for schools. Trustee 
Storcel said she felt confused and unclear of the actual requirements however was confident that 
the Archers were complying with DCFS. Trustee Rocco had concerns about parent’s 
expectations and not notifying parents that a Sprinkler System is not in place, she also said she 
takes in consideration the recommendation of Chief Maggos and would like to continue the 
hearing. Trustee Seeder said he is for business development and it seems the applicants have 
policies and procedures in place and are approved by DCFS. Trustee Mesick commented that in 
the past we have supported variances and commented that the applicants have complied with 
DCFS and the IL Fire Marshal. President Discipio commented that even though we are business 
driven and invite new business, the YMCA, Reddy Teddy Preschool and private schools must all 
have sprinklers, he said he leans towards safety and the recommendation of Chief Maggos. 
 
Trustee Topps made a motion to allow a fire sprinkler variance for 1015 E. 31st Street for a 
period of 3 years. Trustee Kozica seconded the motion.  Clerk Seidel called the roll:  Trustee 
Kozica – Yes, Trustee Mesick – Yes, Trustee Topps – Yes, Trustee Seeder – Yes, Trustee 
Storcel – Yes, and Trustee Rocco – No.  The motion to allow a fire sprinkler variance passed by 
a vote of 5 to 1.   
 
Chief Maggos commented that another daycare has approached him and will be asking for a 
variance in the future. 
 
Trustee Topps moved on to the second item which was the purchase of Hydraulic Equipment for 
the Fire Department. He proceeded to read the Village Board Agenda Memo of February 8th 
regarding the purchase of a Hydraulic Rescue Power Unit and Cutter which is Grant Funded.  
 
There was no discussion on the approval of the purchase of an AMKUS High Performance 
Cutter, model AMK-22, for $5,800.00, a system Power Unit, model GH2S-XL, for $6,750.00, 
and two 30 foot pump hoses for $950.00, from Paul Conway Shields, of New Berlin Wisconsin.  
It was the consensus of the Board to place this item on the Consent Agenda for approval at the 
next Village Board meeting.   
 
Aubrey Aikens said the Youth Commission was for the purchase because the cost was covered 
by grant money. 
 
Public Works Committee Items 
 
President Discipio called upon Trustee Scott Mesick.  
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Trustee Mesick proceeded to read the Village Board Agenda Memo of February 8th regarding the 
Installation of Variable Frequency Drive on Pump #2 & #3 at the Water Plant. 
 
Interim Public Works Director Rick Radde commented that we had used Richmond Electric to 
do some work on pump #4. 
 
There was no discussion regarding the Resolution approving DCEO Rebate Agreement of the 
Resolution accepting the bid from Richmond Electric Co. in the amount of $15,600.00 and it was 
the consensus of the Board to place this item on the Consent Agenda for approval at the next 
Village Board meeting.   
 
Finance Committee Items 

 
President Discipio called upon Trustee Patty Rocco for the next agenda item. 
 
Trustee Rocco said the first item was discussion of the budget schedule. She proceeded by reading the 
Village Board Agenda Memo dated February 6th regarding FY 2012-2013 Budget Schedule. 
 
There was no discussion about the Budget Schedule and it was the consensus of the Board to 
place this item on the Consent Agenda for approval at the next Village Board meeting.   
 
Trustee Rocco said her second item was discussion of the water rate increase. Trustee Rocco 
proceeded to read the Village Board Agenda Memo dated February 7th regarding the Water Rate 
Increase. The Village purchases its water supply from the Brookfield North Riverside Water 
Commission. The Village has been advised that the BNRWC approved a 20% increase in the rate they 
charge their customers from $2.85 per thousand gallons to $3.42 per thousand gallons effective 
January 1, 2012. The BNRWC took this action in response to a 25% increase from their supplier, the 
City of Chicago. Since January 1, 2012, the Village has been paying the new rate to the BNRWC. 
Upon receiving this information the Village has examined the impact of this rate change on the 
condition of the Water Fund. Based on this increase and other demands on the fund the staff is 
recommending that the Village Board approve an increase in the Village’s rate from $4.96 per 100 
cubic feet to $5.58 per 100 cubic feet. This equates to a 12.5% adjustment. 
 
Trustee Rocco suggested the board take staffs recommendation to approve the ordinance 
establishing new water rates.  There was brief discussion with Trustee Seeder asking for more 
clarification and more information. Finance Director Garesche clarified that it is a rate setting 
model with a 12.5% increase. It was the consensus of the Board to place this item on the Consent 
Agenda for approval at the next Village Board meeting.   
 
Aubrey Aikens said the Youth Commission agreed. 
 
President Discipio then moved on to other reports. 
 
He called upon Village Manager Julia Cedillo for a report.  She had nothing to report. 
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He then called upon Village Clerk Seidel for a report.  Clerk Seidel said she had one item to 
report to the work session.  She said voter registration for the spring election would cease on  
February 21st at the Village Hall.  She said there would be a grace period registration at the 
County Clerk’s office in downtown Chicago until March 13th. 
 
The next report was from President Discipio.  President Discipio wanted to inform residents that 
Senator Lightford will be our new State Senator and she looks forward to working with the 
Village.   
 
This completed the Presidents Report and President Discipio moved on to the next item. 
 
At 9:32 Trustee Kozica asked for a 5 minute recess President Discipio reconvened the Work 
Session at 9:38 pm. 
 
President Discipio called upon Trustee Mesick who moved on to the next item which was the 
Public Works Garage Committee, discussion of the schematic design phase for the Public Works 
Facility. 
 
Trustee Mesick summarized the Village Board Agenda Memo dated February 8th regarding the 
Public Works Garage Schematic Design Phase. The Village is at the second phase of design 
(schematic design) phase for the Public Works Facility. Schematic Design is the process by 
which the Village, working with Legat Architects and their team of consultants, will identify the 
specific infrastructure improvements and space needs requirements for the new Public Works 
facility. Under the Village’s proposed contract with Legat, the cost to complete the schematic 
design phase would be $13,260.00. Legat anticipates the schematic design phase to take 
approximately four weeks to complete. The Village Staff will be working collaboratively with 
Legat’s team to ensure that the final schematic design meets the needs of the Village, while 
staying within the identified budget. 
 
Trustee Mesick said he recommends moving forward with the schematic design. Trustee Rocco 
was looking for clarification on the square footage, soft costs and wanted to make sure the size 
was sufficient for the Public Works vehicles. Village Manger Cedillo commented to look at the 
space needs analysis, option 2 and attachment D in the packet. Interim Public Works Director 
Radde commented that the proposed space is comparable to what they have and they have a 
vehicle fleet between 20-30 vehicles. 
 
Discussion started over any extra costs on top of the $13,260 as well as the Proposal Letter from 
Legat Architects to the Village. 
 
President Discipio had questions regarding the 4.0 Deliverables section of the Proposal letter 
from Legat. 
 
Attorney Keating had some questions and clarifications to some inconsistencies in regards to the 
contract and scope of service on the letter from Legit and the Contract from the Village.  
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After concerns and discussion regarding section 6.4 of the “Proposal to Provide Professional 
Architectural Services” it was agreed to remove section 6.4 Reimbursable Expenses from the 
proposal letter. 
 
Mark Rhode from Legat clarified that reimbursable expenses include printing costs and 
promotional materials. Village Manager Cedillo clarified that these documents will be produced 
electronically. 
 
Village Manager Cedillo commented that water, sewer and electrical utilities would have to be 
relocated. It was also mentioned by Finance Director Garesche that there is money in the Capitol 
Project Fund. 
 
Trustee Kozica, Trustee Seeder and Trustee Topps were in favor of moving forward with the 
schematic design. Trustee Seeder was looking for clarification of construction portion and 
brought up the idea of considering a construction manager consultant for the project. 
 
After the end of discussing the approval to move forward with the schematic design phase of the 
Public Works Garage project and to execute the contract for schematic design services with 
Legat, it was the consensus of the Board to place this item on the Agenda for approval at the next 
Village Board meeting.   
 
This concluded the Committee Reports so President Discipio moved on to New Business.  There 
was none. 
 
There was no further business to be brought before the Work Session.  Trustee Kozica made a 
motion to adjourn.  Trustee Mesick seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn passed 
unanimously on a voice vote.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:32 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Amanda G. Seidel 
      Village Clerk 
 

 
 


