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Village of La Grange Park 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

November 26, 2013 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was scheduled 
on November 26, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the La Grange Park Municipal Building. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. He asked all in attendance to 
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to call the roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:    
  Scott Mesick   
  Patricia Rocco 
  Michael Sheehan 
  James Kucera 
  Mario Fotino 
  Robert Lautner 
  
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  
  

Also in Attendance were:        
                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 
     Assistant Village Manager: Emily Rodman 
                 Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 

Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating 
             Village Engineer: Paul Flood 
      Village Treasurer: Chad Chevalier 
       Fire Chief: Dean Maggos 
       Police Chief: Dan McCollum 
     Public Works Director: Brendan McLaughlin  
      Finance Director: Pierre Garesche  
                  
President Discipio mentioned that Representative Chris Welch was unable to attend the evening’s 
meeting and his presentation on the IEPA Downspout Disconnect Grant will be rescheduled. 
 
Public Participation 
 
President Discipio moved on to Public Participation. Fred Weiss of 627 N. Brainard commented on 
Item 6 H regarding Construction on State Highways and Brainard Avenue. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
Village Clerk Seidel said the following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes  
(i) Village Board Meeting- October 22, 2013 
(ii) Work Session Meeting—November 12, 2013  
(iii) Executive Session Meeting-November 12, 2013 
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B. Action- Restructuring of Building Permit Fees Motion: To Approve an Ordinance Amending 
the La Grange Park Building Code and Regulations as Amended. 

C. Action-Restructuring of Building Permit Fees Motion: To Approve an Ordiance Amending the 
La Grange Park Building Code and Regulations as Amended. 

D. Action-Police Department Garage Floor Restoration  Motion: To Authorize Quality 
Restorations to Perform the Work for the Quoted price of $14,695 

E. Action- IEMA Pre-disaster Mitigation Grant Funds. Motion: To Approve a Resolution 
Authorizing Execution of a Grant Agreement with the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency for Pre-disaster Mitigation Grant Funds. 

F. Action- 2013 Construction Projects- Amendments to Edwin Hancock Engineering 
Agreements. Motion: To Authorize the Village President to Execute Two Amendments to the 
Professional Engineering Services Agreement for 1) 2013 Sewer Lining Project and 2) Beach 
Resurfacing Project. 

G. Action- Newberry/Oak/Kemman Water & Sewer Main Relocation Project- Payment of OTM 
Water Services Invoice. Motion: Authorize the Payment of $10,150 to OTM Water Services 
for Invoices 1088 and 1089 dated October 18, 2013. 

H. Action- Resolution for Construction on State Highways Motion: To Approve a Resolution for 
Construction on State Highways. 

I. Action-Meeting Schedule Motion: To Approve a Resolution Approving 2014 Meeting Dates. 
J. Motion to Authorize the President and Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sign the 

register for bills, and authorize the Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in payment of 
operating bills and salaries as itemized in the Check Registers  

K. Motion to Authorize the Village Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in the payment of 
payroll and other bills that become due between this date and January 28, 2013 subsequent 
approval of the Payroll Register and Voucher Register by the Board of Trustees at its regular 
meeting to be held on January 28, 2013.  

 
After Clerk Seidel finished reading the Consent Agenda President Discipio asked for a motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda as read.  The motion to approve the Consent Agenda as read was made 
by Trustee Sheehan and seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Village Manager’s Report  
 
Village Manager Julia Cedillo summarized the Proposal for Professional Recruitment Services for the 
Finance Director Position. Trustee Rocco made a motion to accept a proposal for professional 
services, by Voorhees Associates LLC, dated November 21, 2013, for the Recruitment of a New 
Finance Director, in an Amount Not to Exceed $15,250, and Authorize the Village Manger to Execute 
Same. The motion was seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
Engineer Flood clarified a comment made during Public Comment regarding IDOT’s jurisdiction in 
regards to Brainard Avenue.  
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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  
A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 
Trustee Robert Lautner read the Administration Report of November 26, 2013. He started with the E-
Waste Recycling Day on October 19th. He moved on to Cooking Oil Recycling Event on Saturday, 
November 30th. He moved on to the Tree Lighting Ceremony on Friday, December 6th. He moved on 
to Holiday in the Park on Saturday, December 14th.  
 
This concluded the Administration Committee report.  
 
BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Trustee Michael Sheehan said there were 115 building permits were issued in October, compared to 96 
in October 2012. He said estimated Construction Costs were more than three times that compared to 
October of 2012, and Permit fees Collected were also more than triple. He said there were 205 
inspections conducted during this past October, compared to 129 in October of 2012, he said of the 
inspections, 21 were not approved. Year to date 206 more inspections have been conducted as 
compared to the same time period last year. He said staff met with Park District representatives and the 
demolition contractor for 534 N. Beach during the month, to discuss timing and plans for demo. He 
said staff met with the building owner of 420 Beach to discuss proposed plans for expanding and 
redesigning his parking lot and drive. 
 
Trustee Sheehan moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of November 
26, 2013 regarding Zoning Application No. 2013-03: 417 N. Stone, Variation.  Trustee Sheehan made 
a motion to approve an ordinance granting a certain variation for 417 N. Stone (Public Hearing No. 
2013-03). The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
This concluded his report.  
 
ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Jim Kucera said Trine Construction has completed the installation of all water main on the 
LaGrange Road Water Main Replacement Project, Phase II (Oak to Woodlawn), individual water 
service lines have been transferred over to the new main and the old main has been taken out of 
service. Restoration work has been completed and it is anticipated that punch list and project close 
work will continue into November. He said Schroeder Asphalt Services has completed the paving 
work on the 1100 and 1200 blocks of Beach Ave and the 1100 block of Newberry Ave as part of the 
2013 restructuring Program. Landscape restoration is also complete. The final remaining item of work 
to be performed in the re-striping of the on street parking areas. He said Unique Plumbing has 
completed work to relocate a water main out of a sewer main to eliminate a flow obstruction at 
Newberry and Oak Avenues. This work will also be performed at Pak and Kemman Avenues in 
November. 
 
This concluded his report.  



Minutes 
Village of La Grange Park – Village Board Meeting 
November 26, 2013 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Mario Fotino started with the Police Department Summary. He said total crimes reported 
remain lower than those in 2012, with 244 to date, compared to 281 last year. He said Halloween once 
again was largely uneventful with one incident of minor vandalism. He said overall police activity is 
slightly higher this year, with 6,277 total incidents compared to 6,043 last year. He said department 
personnel have been attending training session on the new Globally Harmonized System for the 
recognition and safe handling of potentially hazardous chemicals at the workplace. Officer Lauth is 
conducting the training for PD personnel and other Village employees as necessary. 
 
That concluded the Police Department report.  
 
Trustee Fotino moved on to the Fire Department Report. He said there were 142 EMS responses this 
month and 1251 YTD. Last year at this time there were 1207 YTD.  There were 35 fire/rescue 
incidents this month, and 390 YTD. He said as Fire Prevention Week was observed during the month, 
personnel were heavily involved in public fire safety education events. He said personnel staffed Fire 
Station 2 during the Chamber’s Haunted Trolley Event, and provided fire safety materials and hot cider 
to those “Trick or Treating”. He said bi-annual testing of all department ground ladders, annual pump 
testing of all department apparatus, and annual ladder truck testing all took place during the month 
with Underwriters Laboratories. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Scott Mesick read the monthly report for October. 
 
He read the summary of Public Works Operations. He moved on to Mechanic Maintenance; he said 
various repairs and preventative maintenance were performed on Public Works Vehicle & Equipment 
Units, Police Vehicles and Fire Vehicle and Equipment.  He moved on to Water Department 
Operations; He said the Village purchased 37,510,000 gallons of water from the Brookfield/North 
Riverside Water Commission. 1,274 water meters were read in section #1. 52 monthly accounts and 29 
final meter readings were taken. He said various inspections, appointments, and service calls were also 
performed. 15 water samples were taken and all samples successfully passed IEPA standards. 99 utility 
locations were identified prior to excavations. 2 B-box repairs were made. 1 water main break was 
repaired, and 1 service leak was repaired.  
 
Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of October 25, 
2013 regarding Emerald Ash Borer-Tree Removal Report. Discussion began over public safety 
concerns. Discussion moved to budgetary concerns. Public Works Director clarified questions of the 
Board and discussed prevention methods.  Trustee Mesick made a motion to increase the budget for 
Public Works Tree Trimming and Removal in the amount of $65,000. The motion was seconded by 
Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 
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This concluded his report. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Patricia Rocco read the Financial Summary. She said the Village is as of October 31, 2013 six 
months through our fiscal year. The General Fund has recorder $4,203,000 in revenue and $3,248,000 
in expenses through the first six months, representing a $955,000 surplus. Last year through six months 
we had revenues of $3,874,000 and expenses of $3,247,000 resulting in a $627,000 surplus. A word of 
caution is appropriate regarding the surplus because the financial results for the second halves of our 
fiscal years have rarely been as good as the financial results for the first halves. The financial reserves 
are showing the impact of the good financial results. 
 
Trustee Rocco moved on to her next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of November 5 
2013 regarding Tax Levy Ordinances. Trustee Rocco made a motion to approve the Annual Tax Levy 
Ordinance. The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
Trustee Rocco made a motion to approve an Ordiance Providing for Specific Reduction of the 2013 
Property Tax Levy Pursuant to the Property Tax Extension Limitations Law. The motion was seconded 
by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  Trustee Rocco made a motion to 
approve an Ordiance providing for the Abatement of Certain Taxes Levied for the Payment of General 
Obligations Bonds, series 2004, of the Village of La Grange Park. The motion was seconded by 
Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  Trustee Rocco made a motion to approve 
an Ordinance Providing for the Abatement of Certain Taxes Levied for the Payment of General 
Obligations Bonds, Series 2006, of the Village of La Grange Park. The motion was seconded by 
Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
This concluded her report. 
 
     OTHER REPORTS 
VILLAGE CLERK  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Clerk Seidel said she had nothing to report.   
 
VILLAGE TREASURER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Treasurer Chad Chevalier discussed the Treasurer’s Report of November 26th 2013. He gave 
an update on Police Pension. He moved on to topics of discussion including : investment performance, 
actuarial valuation, RFP for investment advisor manager, class action securities settlements. He ended 
his report by summarizing key pension fund statistics.  Village Manager Cedillo gave some 
background as well as discussed pension reform requirements as well as the budget. 
  
VILLAGE ENGINEER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
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Village Engineer Paul Flood said he had nothing to report.  
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Attorney Cathleen Keating said she had nothing to report.  
 
COMMITTEE AND COLLECTORS REPORT  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

There were no other reports; President Discipio said he would entertain a motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Mesick made the motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Sheehan seconded the motion. The motion to 
approve Committee and Collector’s reports passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT REPORT 
 
President Discipio began by reading the Proclamation declaring December 2013 National Drunk and 
drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month. President Discipio moved on to thanking Chief Maggos. 
President Discipio ended his report by wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays! 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
There was none.   
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Since there was no further business to be brought before the Village Board Meeting, President Discipio 
said he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Trustee Mesick made a motion to adjourn into Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussing security procedures and the use of personnel and equipment to 
respond to an actual, a threatened, or a reasonably potential danger to the safety of employees, 
students, staff, the public, or public property (periodic training) according to 5ILCS 120/2 (c)(8). 
Trustee Sheehan seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
____________________ 
Amanda G. Seidel  
Village Clerk 


