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Village of La Grange Park 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

October 28, 2014 

 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was scheduled on 

October 28, 2014 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the La Grange Park Municipal Building. 

 

Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. He asked all in attendance to rise 

for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to call the roll. 

 

Board Members in attendance were:  

                                                                            Trustees:    

  Scott Mesick    

  Patricia Rocco (teleconference) 

  Michael Sheehan 

  James Kucera 

  Mario Fotino 

    

                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  

Board Members absent were:  

                                                                            Trustees:    

  Robert Lautner  

Also in Attendance were:        

                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 

     Assistant Village Manager: Emily Rodman 

                 Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 

Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating 

             Village Engineer: Paul Flood 

      Village Treasurer: Chad Chevalier 

       Fire Chief: Dean Maggos 

      Deputy Police Chief: Phil Kubistalz 

     Public Works Director: Brendan McLaughlin  

      Finance Director: Larry Noller    

       

                

President Discipio moved on to the first item by summarizing the Village Board Agenda memo of 

October 28, 2014 regarding remote participation via teleconference. Trustee Mesick made a motion to 

authorize Trustee Rocco’s participation in the October 28, 2014 Village Board Meeting via 

teleconference. The motion was seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

President Discipio began with the first item the swearing-in ceremony of paid-on-call Firefighter Tom 

Cronin. President Discipio said a few words. Clerk Seidel performed the Oath of Office as a 

firefighter/paramedic for the Village. Chief Maggos introduced the Cronin family and performed the 

pinning ceremony. 

 

Public Participation 

 

President Discipio moved on to Public Participation. There was none. 
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Consent Agenda  

 

Village Clerk Seidel said the following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 

 

A. Approval of Minutes  

(i) Village Board Meeting- September 23, 2014 

(ii) Village Board Special Meeting- October 11, 2014 

(iii) Village Board Executive Session—October 11, 2014  

(iv) Work Session Meeting—October 14, 2014  

B. Action- Amendment to the Village Municipal Code- Vehicle Code Violations: Motion: To 

Approve an Ordinance Amending the “La Grange Park Municipal Code” as Amended. 

C. Action-Cook County Health Inspections: Motion: Approve the Resolution to authorize the 

Village Manger to execute a Certain Agreement with the Cook County Department of Public 

Health for health inspection services, effective December 1, 2014, and continuing through 

November 30, 2015. 

D. Motion to Authorize the President and Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sign the register 

for bills, and authorize the Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in payment of operating 

bills and salaries as itemized in the Check Registers  

E. Motion to Authorize the Village Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in the payment of 

payroll and other bills that become due between this date and November 25, 2014 subsequent 

approval of the Payroll Register and Voucher Register by the Board of Trustees at its regular 

meeting to be held on November 25, 2014.  

 

After Clerk Seidel finished reading the Consent Agenda President Discipio asked for a motion to approve 

the Consent Agenda as read.  The motion to approve the Consent Agenda as read was made by Trustee 

Sheehan and seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 

 

Village Manager’s Report  

 

Village Manager Julia Cedillo said she had nothing to report.  

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Trustee Michael Sheehan read the Administration Report. He started with “Trick or Treat” hours for 

Halloween. He moved on to the State of the Village address to occur November 6th at 7pm.  He moved on 

to Community E-Briefs has over 1,800 E-Briefs subscribers. 

 

Trustee Sheehan moved on to his next item by summarizing the Village Board Agenda Memo of October 

28, 2014 regarding Proposed Sprint Wireless Equipment. Village Manager Cedillo and Assistant Village 

Manager Rodman clarified that after talking with neighboring communities they have gone back to Sprint 

to try to get a better rate. Assistant Village Manager Rodman clarified process regarding site plan, lease 

and structural review. At the end of discussion there was a consensus to move forward with this item. 

 

This concluded the Administration Committee report.  
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BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Trustee Michael Sheehan began with the Building Department Activities and said there were 108 building 

permits were issued in September, compared to 73 in September 2013. He said estimated Construction 

Costs were somewhat lower than September of last year, while permit fees were slightly higher. He said 

there were 155 inspections conducted during this past September, compared to 125 conducted in 

September of 2013. He said during the month, Premier Design and Cabinetry, moved their business into 

1018 E. 31st St. He said throughout the month, staff also continued to work with the owners of The 

Children’s House Montessori School, who worked towards opening a gaming business at the 1017 E. 31st 

St. He said during the month, Rob assisted with inspecting a home on Edgewood where there was the 

potential for structural or other safety concerns.  

 

This concluded his report.  

 

ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Trustee Jim Kucera began with the report and said work has begun on the 2014 Sewer Cleaning and 

Televising Program, the contractor (Visu-Sewer) has completed a majority of the sections on Village 

streets. He said construction on the Ogden Avenue Water Main Replacement project is complete; a final 

punch list will be prepared with the goal of closing out the project this calendar year. He said ALamp 

Construction has completed virtually all work on the 2014 Street Restoration Program (Beach from 29th to 

26th); the final punch list will be prepared with the goal of closing out this construction season.  

 

This concluded his report.  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Trustee Mario Fotino started with the Police Department Summary. He said total crimes reported remain 

lower than those in 2013, with 172 to date, compared to 225 last year. He said overall police activity is 

slightly lower this year, with 5,408 total incidents compared to 5,679 last year. He said during the month, 

Sergeant John Strezo began the 350-hour course of study at the Northwestern University Center for Public 

Safety, School of Police Staff and Command. He said two 2014 Chevrolet Caprice Patrol Sedans 

approved for purchase by the Village Board have been ordered and should arrive sometime during the 

middle of November.  

 

That concluded the Police Department report.  

 

Trustee Fotino moved on to the Fire Department Report. He said there were 149 EMS responses this 

month and 1176 YTD. Last year at this time there were 1109 YTD.  There were 35 fire/rescue incidents 

this month, and 389 YTD. He said on September 8th, during the Fire Department’s regularly scheduled 

training session, Fire Department retirees were invited to attend where they were recognized and 

remembered for their service. He said during the month, Fire Department personnel assisted with fire 

evacuation drills in all schools, a public education event was conducted for preschool children at Grace 
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Lutheran. Personnel attended 30 block parties during the month. He said fire department personnel 

attended various remembrance ceremonies on September 11th, including a luncheon at Plymouth Place, 

and events at Bethlehem Woods and the North Riverside Fire Department. He said during the month, our 

Fire Department sent an engine and personnel to assist the Pleasantview Fire Protection District with 

covering their response areas while they held services for a long time firefighter in the district. 

 

This concluded his report.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Trustee Scott Mesick read the monthly report. He read the summary of Public Works Operations. He 

moved on to Mechanic Maintenance; he said various repairs and preventative maintenance were 

performed on Public Works Vehicle & Equipment Units, Police Vehicles and Fire Vehicle and 

Equipment.  He moved on to Water Department Operations; He said the Village purchased 33,470,000 

gallons of water were purchased from the Brookfield-North Riverside Water Commission. 1,341 water 

meters were read in section #3. 52 monthly accounts and 35 final meter readings were taken. He said 

various inspections, appointments, and service calls were also performed. 15 water samples were taken 

and all samples successfully passed IEPA standards. 105 utility locations were identified prior to 

excavations. 8 B-box repairs were made. 4 Services Lines repaired, and 2 Hydrant modification kits 

installed.  

 

Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of 10/8/2014 

regarding 2013-2014 Tree Trimming Program. Discussion began with concerns over public safety and 

any possible impact. At the end of discussion Trustee Mesick made a motion (1) to accept the lowest 

responsible bid and award a contract not to exceed $40,000 to Winkler Tree Service; and (2) to authorize 

the Village President to execute the necessary contract documents. The motion was seconded by Trustee 

Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  

 

Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of August 19, 

2014 regarding Asphalt Paving- Alley South of Ace Hardware. Discussion began over the budget and 

fiscal responsibility. Public Safety and liability were discussed. Trustee Mesick mentioned cost sharing. 

Public Works Director McLaughlin clarified the use of this property and any concerns. It was mentioned 

that this would be good business relations; the Commercial Revitalization Plan was mentioned. Engineer 

Flood clarified the asphalt and the work that would be done. At the end of discussion Trustee Mesick 

made a motion approving an alternate bid proposal obtained by Ace Hardware from Pavement Systems 

Inc. for asphalt paving of the alleyway south of Ace Hardware, in the not to exceed amount of $5,822.00.  

The motion was seconded by Trustee Fotino and failed unanimously by roll call vote. Discussion moved 

to the message this brings to the business community. The percentage of cost sharing was discussed and 

how the Board would be in favor if Ace covered more than 50%. At the end of discussion Trustee Mesick 

made a motion to direct staff to explore the potential of cost sharing on said alley. The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Rocco and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

This concluded his report. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Trustee Patricia Rocco read the Financial Summary. She said the fiscal year to date General Fund 

revenues are at 46% of the annual budget and about $24,000 below last year, the decrease is due in part to 

the timing of property tax receipts. She said sales taxes have rebounded from an early decline and are now 

up about 3.2% from last year; natural gas receipts remain significantly higher than last year. She said 

intergovernmental revenue continues to be slightly lower than the prior year due to the anticipated drop in 

State income tax receipts earlier this fiscal year, but has been slowly rebounding. She said fiscal year to 

date General Fund expenditures are within budget expectations at 41% of the annual budget and just over 

$1 million last year. She said all departments are within their expected year to date budgets. 

 

Trustee Rocco moved on to her next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of October 21, 

2014 regarding 2006 Sewer Bonds Refunding. Discussion began, with mention of a typo on page 10. 

Attorney Keating and Finance Director Noller clarified any questions of the Board. At the end of 

discussion Trustee Rocco made a motion approving an Ordinance authorizing and providing for the 

issuance of not to exceed $3,940,000 General Obligation Refunding Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), 

Series 2014, of the Village, for the purpose of refunding certain outstanding sewerage alternate bonds, 

prescribing all the details of said bonds and providing for the imposition of taxes to pay the same, and for 

the collection, segregation and distribution of the revenues of the sewerage system operated by said 

Village.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

Trustee Rocco moved on to her next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of October 7, 2014 

regarding the 2014 Property Tax Levy Estimate. At the end of discussion Trustee Rocco made a motion 

that the President and Village Board of Trustees estimate that the amount necessary to be raised from the 

2024 property tax levy for the 2014/15 fiscal year is $3,503,980; which amount is less than 5% greater 

than the amount of taxes extended for 2013.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

This concluded her report. 

 

     OTHER REPORTS 

VILLAGE CLERK  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Clerk Seidel mentioned early voting and information for the upcoming November Elections.   

 

VILLAGE TREASURER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Village Treasurer Chad Chevalier said he had nothing to report. 

 

VILLAGE ENGINEER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Village Engineer Paul Flood said he had nothing to report.  
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VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

Village Attorney Cathleen Keating said she had nothing to report.  

 

COMMITTEE AND COLLECTORS REPORT  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

 

There were no other reports; President Discipio said he would entertain a motion to approve the 

Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Sheehan made the motion to approve the 

Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Mesick seconded the motion. The motion to 

approve Committee and Collector’s reports passed unanimously by voice vote.  

 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT REPORT 

 

President Discipio began by welcoming back Assistant Village Manager Emily Rodman back from 

maternity leave. President Discipio moved on to a letter received from John Geraghty thanking the 

Village for their response and changing the parking in regards to their petition. President Discipio moved 

on to congratulating Nazareth on an undefeated season. President ended his report by mentioning his 

attendance at the Grand Opening of Frank Thomas’s restaurant and the networking that will benefit the 

Village. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 

There was none. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

There was none.   

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

Since there was no further business to be brought before the Village Board Meeting, President Discipio 

said he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Trustee Mesick made a motion to adjourn into Executive 

Session for the purpose of discussing the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 

performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body according to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(1). 

Trustee Fotino seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn into Executive Session passed 

unanimously by roll call vote.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

____________________ 

Amanda G. Seidel  

Village Clerk 


