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Village of La Grange Park 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

October 22, 2013 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was 
scheduled on October 22, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the La Grange Park 
Municipal Building. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. He asked all in 
attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to 
call the roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:    
  Scott Mesick   
  Patricia Rocco 
  Michael Sheehan 
  James Kucera 
  Mario Fotino 
  Robert Lautner 
  
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  
  

Also in Attendance were:        
                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 
     Assistant Village Manager: Emily Rodman 
                 Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 

Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating 
             Village Engineer: Paul Flood 
      Village Treasurer: Chad Chevalier 
      Deputy Police Chief: Phil Kubisztal 
       Fire Chief: Dean Maggos 
     Public Works Director: Brendan McLaughlin  
      Finance Director: Pierre Garesche  
         
                
President Discipio began with a presentation. President Discipio read a Proclamation Saluting 
Auxiliary Police Officer Charles Foster. Deputy Chief Phil Kubisztal introduced the Foster 
family and recognized him on 37 years of service to the Village. The Board congratulated him on 
his service to the Village. 
 
President Discipio moved on to the next item, a presentation. President Discipio introduced 
Cathy Foster, President of the Library Board. Cathy Foster began by explaining what the Library 
has to offer including their programming. She moved on to the Library has received grant 
funding for ADA Compliance as well as another grant to update technology. She moved on to 
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what the Library will be doing in regards to changes and remodeling of certain areas. She ended 
by inviting all to a Ribbon Cutting on December 7th for their Genealogy Program. 
 
Public Participation 
 
President Discipio moved on to Public Participation. President Discipio read a statement 
regarding Brainard Ave. He stated that the Village is doing their due diligence by looking into all 
funding options and Brainard like many other streets in the Village are in need of repair. No 
decision will be made until June of 2014. Public Participation began on Brainard Avenue. 
Christina Simpson of 528 N. Brainard voiced her concern of funding as well as the Community 
Advisory Group and how it will be chaired. David Duffy of 629 N. Brainard reiterated comments 
and concerns and how traffic flow will change the quality of life. Barb Noches of 521 N. 
Brainard expressed concern regarding speed and traffic. Ilene Olson of 506 N. Brainard 
expressed concerns regarding trucks. Ann Rodgers of 630 N. Brainard voiced concerns regarding 
safety. Steve Perez of 512 N. Brainard expressed concerns over the development of a CAG. 
James Rodgers of 630 N. Brainard expressed concern over traffic flow and safety. Dennis Cue of 
605 N. Brainard expressed concern of property value. Charles Brewick of 510 N. Brainard 
expressed concern over CAG and IDOT. Fred Weiss of 627 N. Brainard expressed concern over 
traffic, enforcement and other issues. John Shea of 805 N. Brainard expressed concern over 
speed and traffic. Joe Ruzzo of 546 N. expressed the possible effect on all of Harding Woods. 
President Discipio made final comments on Brainard stating all comments will be taken into 
consideration. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
Village Clerk Seidel said the following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes 
(i) Village Board Meeting- September 24, 2013 
(ii) Work Session Meeting—October 8, 2013  

B. Action- Cook County Health Inspections Motion: Approving the Resolution authorizing 
execution of a Health Inspection Services Agreement with the County of Cook, and 
authorize the Village President to execute the necessary contract documents.  

C. Motion to Authorize the President and Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sign the 
register for bills, and authorize the Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in 
payment of operating bills and salaries as itemized in the Check Registers  

D. Motion to Authorize the Village Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in the 
payment of payroll and other bills that become due between this date and November 26, 
2013 subsequent approval of the Payroll Register and Voucher Register by the Board of 
Trustees at its regular meeting to be held on November 26, 2013.  

 
After Clerk Seidel finished reading the Consent Agenda President Discipio asked for a motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda as read.  The motion to approve the Consent Agenda as read was 
made by Trustee Mesick and seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously on a roll 
call vote. 
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Village Manager’s Report  
 
Village Manager Julia Cedillo summarized the Village Board Agenda Memo of October 16, 
2013 regarding Electrical Supply Bids-Water Plant. Village Manager Cedillo summarized the 
Village Board Agenda Memo of October 22, 2013 regarding Electricity Supply Contract-Bid 
Results. Trustee Sheehan made a motion to authorize the Village Manager to execute a contract 
renewal with Integrys Energy Services Inc. for energy for the Village’s Water Plant for a two 
year term. The motion was seconded by Trustee Lautner and passed unanimously by roll call 
vote. 
 
Village Manager Cedillo moved on to her next item by noting that Finance Director Pierre 
Garesche has given his 6 month notice and will be retiring from the Village on 3/28/14 after 28 
years with the Village. 
 
Village Manager Cedillo moved on to her next item expressing the success of the E-Waste 
Recycling Event and thanked all the volunteers and participants. 
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Robert Lautner read the Administration Report of October 22, 2013. He started with the 
La Grange Park Chamber of Commerce-Haunted Trolley Trick-or-Treat on October 25th. He 
moved on to Halloween Trick or Treat hours on October 31st from 3:00pm until 8pm. He moved 
on to the Waste Survey regarding the Villages contract with Allied Waste. He moved on to the 
State of the Village that was held October 3rd at Village Hall. He moved on to E-Briefs has over 
1,400 E-Briefs subscribers. Chief Maggos commented on the success and all the activities 
included in the Fire House Open House that was held in October. 
 
Trustee Lautner moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of 
October 22, 2013 regarding China Cat Productions, LLC Rooftop Lease Amendment-Revised. 
Trustee Lautner made a motion to approve the First Amendment to Rooftop Lease for 937 
Barnsdale Road between China Cat Productions, LLC and the Village of La Grange Park, 
incorporating a ten one-year renewal option. The motion was seconded by Trustee Kucera. 
Trustee Lautner expressed his support. Attorney Keating clarified the contract and renewal 
option. Trustee Sheehan and Trustee Rocco expressed their concern and support for a 5-year 
Lease. Village Clerk called roll: Mesick: YES  Rocco: NO  Sheehan: NO  Kucera: YES  Fotino: 
YES  Lautner: YES. Motion to approve passed 4 to 2. 
 
This concluded the Administration Committee report.  
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BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Trustee Michael Sheehan said there were 73 building permits were issued in September, 
compared to 76 in September 2012. He said estimated Construction Costs were nearly double 
than in September of 2012, and Permit Fees collected were also double. He said there were 125 
inspections conducted during this past September, compared to 159 in July of 2012, he said of 
the inspections, 12 were not approved. Year to date 134 more inspections have been conducted 
as compared to the same time period last year. He said staff met with our Village Plan reviewer 
and had various conversations with the architect and builder regarding a large addition being 
planned for a commercial building in the 1200 block of Barnsdale. He said Village inspector Rob 
Wierzba conducted many inspections throughout the month related to the new Heatherdale 
subdivision. He said staff continued to discuss and evaluate Building Permit Fees during the 
month. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Jim Kucera said Trine Construction has begun construction on the LaGrange Road 
Water Main Replacement Project, Phase II (Oak to Woodlawn Avenues). This phase of the 
project is funded entirely by the Village. This construction will complete the original 
replacement program that was broken into two phases so as to capture a grant funding 
opportunity offered through the Army Corps of Engineers. He said Schroeder Asphalt Services 
continued work on the 1100 and 1200 blocks of Beach Avenue and the 1100 block of Newberry 
Avenue as part of the 2013 Resurfacing Program. All curb and gutter, driveways and pavement 
milling have been completed. Asphalt paving operations are expected to occur in October with 
landscape restoration to follow shortly thereafter. He said Unique Plumbing has performed 
preliminary excavations to identify underground utilities as part of their contract to relocate 
existing water mains that currently obstruct flows through existing sewers on Oak at Kemman 
and Newberry Avenues. The Contractor has taken delivery of materials and experts to complete 
this work in October. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Mario Fotino started with the Police Department Summary for September. He said total 
crimes reported remain lower than those in 2012, with 225 to date, compared to 262 last year. 
Arrest numbers are slightly lower as well, with 30 this year, compared to 38 during 2012. He 
said traffic enforcement is nearly 20% higher this year, with 3,577 citations issued, compared to 
2,989 in 2012. He said overall police activity is slightly higher this year, with 5,679 total 
incidents compared to 5,518 last year. 
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That concluded the Police Department report.  
 
Trustee Fotino moved on to the Fire Department Report. He said there were 118 EMS responses 
this month and 1109 YTD. Last year at this time there were 1090 YTD.  There were 28 
fire/rescue incidents this month, and 355 YTD. He said personnel participated in 23 block parties 
throughout the month, and conducted fire safety presentations for Cub Scouts at Brook-Park 
School, and for a preschool group who came to the fire station. Also, fire evacuation drills were 
conducted throughout Village schools. He said Fire Prevention staff witnessed the hydrostatic 
pressure testing for the new fire sprinkler system at the Public Works Facility, and for two 
sprinkler systems in single-family homes in the Heatherdale subdivision. He said on September 
9th, the Fire Chief participated in a webinar provided by one of FEMA’s regional grant specialist, 
which provided training related to the annual Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant program 
He said on September 29th, many of our personnel conducted live fire training at the Broadview 
Fire Department burn tower. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Scott Mesick read the monthly report for July. 
 
He read the summary of Public Works Operations. He moved on to Mechanic Maintenance; he 
said various repairs and preventative maintenance were performed on Public Works Vehicle & 
Equipment Units, Police Vehicles and Fire Vehicle and Equipment.  He moved on to Water 
Department Operations; He said the Village purchased 36,490,000 gallons of water from the 
Brookfield/North Riverside Water Commission. 1,392 water meters were read in section #3. 52 
monthly accounts and 30 final meter readings were taken. He said various inspections, 
appointments, and service calls were also performed. 15 water samples were taken and all 
samples successfully passed IEPA standards. 65 utility locations were identified prior to 
excavations. 2 B-box repairs were made. 1 water main breaks was repaired. 2 hydrant 
modification kits were installed.  
 
Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of 
October 16, 2013 regarding Brainard Avenue-Support to a Community Advisory Group. 
Discussion began over comments and concerns made by residents. Trustee Mesick made a 
motion to remove the motion to authorize Village support to a Community Advisory Group for 
Brainard Avenue. Trustee Mesick explained how this would allow the CAG to form itself. 
Attorney Keating clarified the motion. The motion was seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
This concluded his report. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Patricia Rocco read the Financial Summary. She said the Village is now 41.7% of the 
way through the fiscal year. The General Fund is showing a current-year operating surplus of 
$1,000,000 which is $9,000 more than the surplus we had last year at this time. The second 
installment of the 2012 real estate tax levy was booked as revenue to our accounting records in 
September. Consequently, this is normally when we will see our largest surplus of the year. She 
said expenses for the five operating departments in the General fund are all currently under 
budget. She said overall, in regard to the current fiscal year, the Village’s finances are on solid 
footing. 
 
Trustee Rocco moved on to her next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of 
October 2, 2013 regarding Tax Levy Estimate. Trustee Rocco made a motion to move that the 
President and Board of Trustees concur with the recommendation of the Finance Director and 
determine hereby that the amount of money estimated to be necessary to be raised from the 2013 
real property tax levy for the 2013-14 fiscal year is $3,441,390; which amount is less than 5% 
higher than the amount of taxes extended for 2012. The motion was seconded by Trustee 
Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
This concluded her report. 
 
     OTHER REPORTS 
VILLAGE CLERK  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Clerk Seidel said she had nothing to report.   
 
VILLAGE TREASURER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Treasurer Chad Chevalier said he had nothing to report. 
  
VILLAGE ENGINEER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Engineer Paul Flood said he had nothing to report.  
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Attorney Cathleen Keating said she had nothing to report.  
 
COMMITTEE AND COLLECTORS REPORT  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  

6 | P a g e  
 



Minutes 
Village of La Grange Park – Village Board Meeting 
October 22, 2013 
 

 
There were no other reports; President Discipio said he would entertain a motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Mesick made the motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Sheehan seconded the motion. The 
motion to approve Committee and Collector’s reports passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT REPORT 
 
President Discipio began by thanking all residents who came out regarding Brainard Avenue and 
summarized the process and timeline in regards to the matter of Brainard Avenue. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
Trustee Patricia Rocco said the League of Women Voters is holding a “How Green is Your 
Village” Forum on Thursday at the LaGrange Library. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
There was none.   
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Since there was no further business to be brought before the Village Board Meeting, President 
Discipio said he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Trustee Mesick made a motion to adjourn 
Trustee Lautner seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously by voice 
vote.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
____________________ 
Amanda G. Seidel  
Village Clerk 
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