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Village of La Grange Park 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

August 26, 2014 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was 
scheduled on August 26, 2014 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the La Grange Park Municipal 
Building. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. President Discipio 
began with the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to call the 
roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:    
  Scott Mesick 
  Patricia Rocco   
  Michael Sheehan 
  James Kucera 
  Robert Lautner 
 
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  

Board Members absent were:  
                                                                            Trustees:    
  Mario Fotino   
 
Also in Attendance were:        

                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 
                 Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 

Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating 
             Village Engineer: Paul Flood 
     Public Works Director: Brendan McLaughlin 
       Fire Chief: Dean Maggos 
      Interim Police Chief: Phil Kubisztal 
      Finance Director: Larry Noller   
                    
Presentation 
 
President Discipio moved on to the first item which was a swearing-in ceremony of Paid-on-call 
Firefighters Jesse Espitia, Aaron Kuester and Pat Stelmack. Village Clerk Seidel preformed the 
swearing in of probationary Firefighters Jesse Espitia, Aaron Kuester and Patrick Stelmack as 
Paid-on-call Firefighter for the La Grange Park Fire Department. Chief Maggos called on the 
families to assist with the pinning ceremony. The firefighters introduced their families and each 
said a few words. 
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President Discipio moved on to introducing Commander Gigi Callaway, the first female 
commander of the Robert E. Coulter, Jr. Post 1941 of the American Legion in LaGrange. 
Commander Callaway mentioned the upcoming dedication of the Veterans Wall at Memorial 
Park as well as next year’s Memorial Day Presentation. 
 
President Discipio moved on to the next item, a presentation by Chris Ganschow-Cagwood 
Consulting Annual Report. Chris Ganschow began with a Political Update and the possible 
effects of the upcoming November elections. He moved on to Legislative News including; “Sign 
and Drive Law” (SB 2583), and SB 3411 (PA 98-0650). He moved on to Funding Opportunities. 
He moved on to the November Elections and an Update on Ballot Initiatives. Chris Ganschow 
ended by clarifying questions of the Board regarding grant money and fiscal conditions as well 
as communications with local legislators. 
 
Public Participation 
 
President Discipio moved on to Public Participation. Public Works Director McLaughlin and 
Village Engineer Flood gave an overview of the recent storms and an update to the Village’s 
response to the recent flooding. Bob Caemmerer of 801 Homestead mentioned his possible 
solutions to flooding and would like someone from the Village to come to his property and 
consult. Donna Dragunaitis of 738 Barnsdale mentioned how the flooding at her property has 
gotten worst over the years. Ron Vojic of 1626 Finsbury mentioned his concern with the increase 
of flooding after the McNaughton Development was built. Jim Kales of 826 Forest Road 
commented on the 5 year plan and how to direct resources to infrastructure. President Discipio 
and Village Manager Cedillo clarified comments. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
Village Clerk Seidel said the following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes  
(i)Village Board Meeting- July 22, 2014 
(ii)Work Session Meeting- August 12, 2014 
(iii) Executive Session Meeting- August 12, 2014 

B. Action- Approve a Resolution Authorizing the Destruction of Certain Verbatim 
Records. 

C. Motion to Authorize the President and Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sign 
the register for bills, and authorize the Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in 
payment of operating bills and salaries as itemized in the Check Registers.  

D. Motion to Authorize the Village Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in the 
payment of payroll and other bills that become due between this date and September 
23, 2014 subsequent approval of the Payroll Register and Voucher Register by the 
Board of Trustees at its regular meeting to be held on September 23, 2014.  

 
After Clerk Seidel finished reading the Consent Agenda President Discipio asked for a motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda as read.  The motion to approve the Consent Agenda as read was 
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made by Trustee Sheehan and seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously on a roll 
call vote. 
 
Village Manager’s Report  
 
Village Manager Julia Cedillo had no report.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Trustee Robert Lautner said the Village’s Community Clean-up Day will be held Thursday, 
October 16th and the E-Waste Recycling Event will take place Saturday, October 18th. He moved 
on to the Village continues recruitment process for a new Police Chief. He moved on to the 
Village opts Not to renew Electrical Aggregation.  
 
This concluded his report.  
 
BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

B. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Trustee Michael Sheehan said there were 117 building permits were issued in July, which is 
slightly less than during the month of July 2013. He said estimated Construction Costs for the 
month were significantly lower than July of last year, and more commercial alteration permits 
issued in July of 2013. He said there were 181 inspections conducted during this past July, 
compared to 158 conducted in July of 2013. Of such, 17 were not approved. He said during the 
month, staff worked closely with St. Louise De Marillac in preparing for their annual 
Summerfest. He said during the month, staff met with Don Morris Architects to discuss a process 
for potentially using their firm for increased enforcement of property maintenance regulations for 
commercial and multi-family properties.  
 
This concluded his report.  
 
ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Jim Kucera began with the July report and said on July 3rd bids were received by the 
Village for the 2014 Sewer Cleaning and Televising Program. The Village Board awarded a 
contract to the low responsible bidder, Visu-Sewer of Illinois.  He said construction on the 
Ogden Avenue Water Main Replacement project is underway. The Contractor (Suburban 
General) will complete all major work by Park Junior High School by mid-August to minimize 
any disruption caused by construction activities. He said work on the 2014 Street Restoration 
Program (Beach from 29th to 26th) is proceeding ahead of schedule. The contractor (ALamp 
Concrete) has completed installation of new curb and gutter and associated driveway aprons. 
  
This concluded his report.  
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Robert Lautner started with the Police Department Summary. He said in the month of 
July, total crimes reported continues to remain lower than last year. To date, all reported crimes 
are down approximately 26% when compared to our experience in 2013. He said police service 
and assistance activity is slightly lower than last year at this time, with 4,200 incidents reported 
through July 2014, as compared to 4,394 incidents reported through July 2013. He said the 
Police Department has hired three new substitute school crossing guards for the 2014-2015 
school year. He said Auxiliary Police Sergeant Joseph Vikidel has submitted a letter of 
resignation, an end to 36 years of dedicated service. A recognition of his long time service is 
being planned for the September 23rd Village Board Meeting. 
 
That concluded the Police Department report.  
 
Trustee Lautner moved on to the Fire Department Report. He said there were 134 EMS 
responses this month, and 903 YTD. There were 40 fire/rescue incidents this month, and 321 
YTD. He said a final fire occupancy inspection was conducted for the new home at 1634 
Finsbury, and the commercial addition at 1245 Barnsdale. A final inspection of a new fire alarm 
system was also conducted for the apartment building at 420 Beach. Fire Prevention staff also 
conducted planning and inspections for the St. Louise SummerFest event. He said Division Chief 
Carpenter and Fire Inspector McManus attended an IL State Fire Marshal sponsored course 
regarding school inspections. He said the Fire Department responded to two fireworks related 
events on July 4th. He said twice this month, the Village was called to extinguish mulch fires in 
front of businesses in the 900 block of 31st. He said, during the month the Fire Department was 
requested to investigate the odor of smoke at a home in the 1400 block of Stonegate, it was 
discovered the odor was actually that of a skunk. He said personnel participated in various 
Independence Day parades in neighboring Villages.  
 
Trustee Lautner moved on to his next item by reading the Village Board Agenda Memo of 
August 18, 2014 regarding Advance Hire of Police Officer. Discussion began in support due to 
safety. It was clarified that this item is budget neutral. At the end of discussion there was a 
motion by Trustee Lautner to approve authorization to temporarily exceed the number of 
authorized Police Officers (currently 14) in the Schedule of Authorized Positions and 
Compensation for FY 2014-2015, for a period of three months, to allow for the advance hiring of 
a new police recruit. The motion was seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by 
roll call vote. 
 
This concluded his report.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
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Trustee Scott Mesick read the monthly report for July. He read the summary of Public Works 
Operations. He moved on to Mechanic Maintenance; he said various repairs and preventative 
maintenance were performed on Public Works Vehicle & Equipment Units, Police Vehicles and 
Fire Vehicle and Equipment.  He moved on to Water Department Operations; he said the Village 
purchased 40,870,000 gallons of water were purchased from the Brookfield-North Riverside 
Water Commission. 1,374 water meters were read in section #1. 50 monthly accounts and 39 
final meter readings were taken. He said various inspections, appointments, and service calls 
were also performed. 15 water samples were taken and all samples successfully passed IEPA 
standards. 74 utility locations were identified prior to excavations. 1 service line repaired, 3 
watermain lines repaired, and 3 Buffalo-Box repairs.   
 
Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by summarizing the Village Board agenda memo of 
8/20/14 regarding 2014 Sewer Cleaning and Televising Program-Additional Locations. At the 
end of discussion there was a motion by Trustee Mesick authorizing the additional sewer 
cleaning and televising and authorizing the use of Fund Balance in the Sewer Fund in the 
amount of $51,524.80. The motion was seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by 
roll call vote.  
 
Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by summarizing the Village Board agenda memo of 
8/15/14 regarding Invoice for 2014 Sidewalk Removal and Replacement Program. At the end of 
discussion there was a motion by Trustee Mesick authorizing the payment of the invoice from 
Schroeder & Schroeder, Inc. dated August 4, 2014, in the amount of $10,012.50. The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
Trustee Mesick moved on to his next item by summarizing the Village Board agenda memo of 
8/19/14 regarding Kemman Avenue Resurfacing-Hancock Engineering Agreement. At the end of 
discussion there was a motion by Trustee Mesick authorizing the Village President to execute 
Professional Engineering Services Agreement with Edwin Hancock Engineering Co. in support 
of the Kemman Avenue Resurfacing Project in an amount not to exceed $39,500. The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Sheehan and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
This concluded his report. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Patricia Rocco read the Fiscal Year 2015 Financial Update-as of July 31, 2014. She said 
fiscal year to date General Fund revenues are at 25% of the total annual budget. She said local 
taxes are higher by approximately $605,000 compared to last fiscal year, a result in the 
difference in recoding property tax revenue. She said license revenue increased about $7,500 
compared to last year due primarily to higher year to date vehicle sticker sales. She said permit 
revenue is over $18,500 higher compared with last year at this time, due in part to commercial 
remodeling activity within the Village. She said intergovernmental revenue continues to be lower 
than the prior year due to an anticipated drop in state income tax receipts. She said charges for 
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service are approximately $29,000 lower than last year due primarily to ambulance fee 
collections. She said fines are up about $6,000, mostly due to increased court fine receipts.  
 
Trustee Rocco moved on to her next item by reading the Village Boar Agenda Memo of August 
19, 2014 regarding Financial Advisor Agreement. Trustee Rocco summarized the findings and 
discussions of the Finance Committee. The Board discussed their support for the revised 
agreement which incorporated 4 changes/comments from Village Attorney Keating. Stephan 
Roberts from Baird reviewed the “General Obligation Refunding Bonds Timetable” that was 
provided to the Board. At the end of discussion there was a motion by Trustee Rocco to approve 
an agreement with Robert W. Baird & Co. for financial advisor services not to exceed amount of 
$13,500.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Mesick and passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
This concluded his report. 
 
     OTHER REPORTS 
VILLAGE CLERK  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Clerk Amanda Seidel said she had nothing to report.   
 
VILLAGE TREASURER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Treasurer Chad Chevalier had nothing to report. 
 
VILLAGE ENGINEER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Engineer Paul Flood said he had nothing to report.  
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Attorney Cathleen Keating said she had nothing to report.  
 
COMMITTEE AND COLLECTORS REPORT  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

There were no other reports; President Discipio said he would entertain a motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Mesick made the motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Rocco seconded the motion. The motion 
to approve Committee and Collector’s reports passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT REPORT 
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President Discipio began by mentioning the Ribbon Cutting for Fruitful Yield which will be held 
Friday.  
 
President Discipio moved on to summarizing the Village Board Agenda Memo of August 21, 
2014 regarding Appointment to Youth Commission. At the end of discussion Trustee Mesick 
made the motion to appoint new members Desa Bolger, Charlotte Phillipp, Seamus Scotty and 
Halee Stirrat, and for the re-appointment of Hannah Husemann, for a two year term to expire on 
September 1, 2016. Trustee Rocco seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously by 
roll call vote.  
 
President Discipio moved on to his next item by reading “Triton College Celebrates 50 Years of 
Excellence in Education” Proclamation and designating Thursday, August 28, 2014 to be Triton 
College Day in the Village of LaGrange Park. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
There was none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Since there was no further business to be brought before the Village Board Meeting, President 
Discipio said he would entertain a motion to adjourn into Executive Session. Trustee Mesick 
made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 1) the selection of 
a person to fill a Village Commission/Committee according to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(3), and 2) the 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific 
employees of the public body according to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(1). Trustee Rocco seconded the 
motion and the motion to adjourn into Executive Session passed unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
____________________ 
Amanda G. Seidel  
Village Clerk 


