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Village of La Grange Park 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

February 28, 2012 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Park, Illinois was 
scheduled on February 28, 2012 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the La Grange Park 
Municipal Building. 
 
Village President James Discipio called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm. He asked all in 
attendance to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge, he asked Village Clerk Seidel to 
call the roll. 
 
Board Members in attendance were:  
                                                                            Trustees:   Rimas Kozica 
 Scott Mesick  
 LaVelle Topps  
 Marshall Seeder 
 Susan Storcel 
 Patricia Rocco 
 
                                                                         Village President: James Discipio  
 

Also in Attendance were:        
                                                  Village Manager: Julia Cedillo 
     Assistant Village Manager: Emily Rodman  

Village Attorney: Cathleen Keating  
                                                Village Clerk:  Amanda Seidel 
                                       Village Engineer: Paul Flood 
      Finance Manager: Pierre Garesche 
      Fire Chief:  Dean Maggos 
                 Deputy Chief:  Phil Kubisztal 
    Interim Director of Public Works: Rick Radde  
                 
                
 
President Discipio said he would like to begin with the sad news of past La Grange Park 
President Susan Tutt passing away. She served as Village President from 2001 to 2005 and was a 
Trustee from 1993 to 2001. She served as the Director of Development for Helping Hands in 
Countryside and received many awards for her services. 
 
President Discipio then moved on and introduced Kyle Jarvis and Daniel and Michael Keegan 
from Scout Troop #111 who would be observing the Board that evening.  
 
Public Participation 
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President Discipio said the next item on the Agenda was Public Participation.  He asked if there 
were any citizens who wished to address the Board. There were no citizens who wished to 
address the Board so President Discipio moved on to the Consent Agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
Village Clerk Seidel said the following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes 
(i) Village Board Meeting – January 24, 2012 
(ii) Work Session Meeting – February 14, 2012 

B. Action- Motion to approve the purchase of an AMKUS High Performance Cutter for 
$5,800, a System Power Unit for $6,750, and Two (2) 30 Foot Pump Hoses for $950 
from Paul Conway Shields, of New Berlin, WI.  

C. Action- Motion to Approve the Resolution Approving the DCEO Rebate Agreement in 
the amount of $13,800 for the Installation of Variable Frequency Drives on Pump #2 
and #3 in the Water Plant. 

D. Action- Motion to Approve Resolution Accepting the Bid from Richmond Electric Co. 
in the amount of $15,600. 

E. Action- Motion to Approve the FY 2012-2013 Budget Schedule.  
F. Action- Motion to Approve an Ordinance Amending Chapter 51, Section 51.43 of the 

Village of La Grange Park Municipal Code Establishing Water Rates.  
G. Motion to Authorize the President and Chairperson of the Finance Committee to sign 

the register for bills, and authorize the Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in 
payment of operating bills and salaries as itemized in the Check Registers  

H. Motion to Authorize the Village Treasurer and Village Clerk to sign checks in the 
payment of payroll and other bills that become due between this date and March 27, 
2012 subsequent approval of the Payroll Register and Voucher Register by the Board of 
Trustees at its regular meeting to be held on March 27, 2012.  

 
After Clerk Seidel finished reading, President Discipio asked for a motion to approve the 
Consent Agenda as read.  Trustee Mesick asked to remove the Work Session minutes from 
February 14, 2012.  President Discipio asked for a motion to remove items A(ii). There was no 
discussion and the motion to approve the Consent Agenda with items A(ii) removed was made 
by Trustee Mesick and seconded by Trustee Storcel and passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
President Discipio stated the removed minutes will be addressed during the Administration 
Committee report. 
 
Village Manager’s Report  
 
Village Manager Julia Cedillo said she had nothing to report. 
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  
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A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Storcel summarized the Administration Committee report. The Youth Commission has 
scheduled the annual Community Volunteer Weekend for the April 21st and April 22nd.  Recently 
the Village replaced five new computers for Village Employees in accordance with the Village’s 
computer replacement schedule and budget. Trustee Storcel reminded everyone to sign up for E-
Briefs. Village Staff has completed interviews for the vacant Public Works Director position. 
Staff has reviewed applications for Village Treasurer, evaluation will continue through March. 
 
This concluded her report.  
 
Trustee Storcel moved on to the amendment of minutes.  
 
Trustee Mesick said on page 7 paragraph 5 the word “consent” needed to be removed.  Trustee 
Mesick made a motion to approve Minutes of February 14 Village Work Session as amended. 
Trustee Rocco seconded the motion and the motion to approve passed unanimously.   
 
BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

Trustee Rimas Kozica said there were 36 building permits were issued in January, compared to 
24 in January of 2012.  
 
He said estimated construction costs for January were more than double what they were in 
January 2011. Permit fees collected were nearly triple compared to last January. Most of this 
increase is related to a permit issued for a residential addition and commercial alteration.  
 
He said there were 91 inspections conducted during January of 2012, compared to 93 in January 
of 2011. He said of the inspections, 19 were not approved.  
 
This concluded his report for January. 
 
ENGINEERING & CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Marshal Seeder said the close-out process continued on the Beach/Monroe & 
Blanchan/Morgan paving projects. 
 
He said continued conversations with the Army Corps Engineers regarding possible grant 
funding for a water main project. 
 
He said a there will be a presentation and extensive committee report on flooding issues and 
what can be done. 
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This concluded his report for January.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee LaVelle Topps started with the Police Department Summary for January. He said overall 
police activity for January was up slightly from last year, with 550 incidents, compared to 504 
during January of 2011.  He said traffic enforcement rose almost 34% during the first month this 
year, with 308 citations issued, compared to 230 during January of 2011. He said department 
members are completing their training on the mobile in-car video cameras purchased through 
federal grant funds; there are 5 operational units in service. 
 
This concluded the Police Department report for January.  
 
Trustee Topps started with the Fire Department report. He said there were 103 EMS responses 
this month and last year at this time there were 115 year-to-date. There were 42 fire/ rescue 
incidents this month and last year at this time there were 34 year-to-date.  
 
He said our new Wireless Fire Alarm Receiving System went live on January 5th. At this time, 
we have approximately 70 out of 100 fire alarms transferred to the new system and connected 
wirelessly to our Communications Center. This system provides much improved reliability 
compared to phone lines, and for most businesses and building owners it also provides a cost 
savings. 
 
He said our department was notified that we have received the EMS Run of the Year Award for 
2011 from Adventist LaGrange Hospital for their efforts in attempting to save a man with a 
severely compromised airway. Also, EMS personnel conducted CPR classes during the month 
for Public Works employees and a community group. Two of our recently hired personnel also 
started training to become certified EMT’s. 
 
He said six of our recently hired personnel are now in the Fire Academy, of which we conduct 
portions jointly with Riverside, Western Springs and Lyons, to save on some instructor costs. 
 
He said personnel conducted a fire safety presentation and tour of Fire Station 1 for 20 Girl 
Scouts. 
 
This concluded his report for January.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Scott Mesick summarized the monthly report for January. 
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In regards to Public Works Operations there were nine snow and/or ice occurrences during the 
month, salting of streets occurred with a total of 110.2 tons of salt being used on 748.9 miles of 
Village Streets. Pothole repairs continued throughout the Village, with 4 ½ tons of asphalt used 
on over 400 holes. Maintenance and cleaning in the Public Works Facility. Catch basin 
repair/rebuild at the NE corner of Jackson/Waiola and 1246 Barnsdale. 
 
He said various repairs and preventative maintenance were performed on Public Works Vehicle 
& Equipment Units, Police Vehicles and Fire Vehicle and Equipment. 
 
He said the Village purchased 36,501,000 gallons of water from the Brookfield/North Riverside 
Water Commission. 4 water main breaks were repaired, 2 water leaks was repaired. 1,314 water 
meters were read in section #1. 50 monthly accounts and 11 final meter readings were taken.  
He said various inspections, appointments, and service calls were also performed. 15 water 
samples were taken and all samples successfully passed IEPA standards. 36 utility locations were 
identified prior to excavations. 2 valve box repairs were made. 1 new hydrant was installed at 
1200 Cleveland and hydrant modification kits were installed on hydrants located at 250 Kings 
Court, 1226 Forest and 1246 Forest. 
 
This concluded his report for January. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Trustee Patricia Rocco said we are now 75% of the way through its fiscal year as of January 31, 
2012. The General Fund is exhibiting a year-to-date surplus of $186,000. This is $176,000 more 
than the $10,000 surplus we were experiencing at this time last year. 
 
She said total General Fund revenues of $4,756,000 represent 64.5% of budgeted revenues, 
which is less than the 75% we might expect at this point of the fiscal year. This is due in part to 
the fact we have only collected approximately 45% of the real estate tax we expect to collect for 
the year. We have not yet collected any tax on the 2011 levy the board passed this last 
November. That money will start arriving in late February. Sales tax is coming in at a pace 
almost identical to last year as is the telecommunications tax. The state income tax is about 
$26,000 higher than last year. 
 
She said the various village departments continue doing an excellent job containing costs in 
relation to their budgets. While we are 75% of the way through the fiscal year, the 
Administration Department has expended 65.7% of its budget, the Police Department 57.8%, the 
Fire Department 67.0%, Public Works 65.1%, and the Building Department 62.4%. Overall, 
61.8% of the General Fun has been expended. 
 
She said the “Other Professional Services” line item in the General Fund’s Administration 
Department shows we spent $1,755.00 during the month of January. We paid $2,250 to 
Cagwood Consulting for lobbying services. Of that amount, $1,755 was allocated as a General 
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Fund expense, $270 was allocated as a Water Fund expense, and $225 was allocated to the 
Sewer Fund.  
 
This concluded the Finance Committee’s Report for January. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE COMMITTEE  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

President Discipio moved on to the next item which was discussion of the Schematic Design 
Phase. Trustee Mesick reminded the Board it is time to move forward.  
 
Trustee Mesick proceeded to summarize the Village Board Agenda Memo from February 8 
regarding the Public Works Garage, Schematic Design Phase. 
 
Staffs recommendation is the Village proceed with pursuing the schematic design phase. 
 
Trustee Mesick made a motion to move forward with the schematic design phase of the Public 
Works Garage Project and to execute the contract for schematic design services with Legat. The 
motion was seconded by Trustee Seeder. Motion to move forward with the schematic design 
phase passed unanimously. 
 
VILLAGE CLERK  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

President Discipio called upon Village Clerk Seidel for a report.  Clerk Seidel said the grace 
period registration for voter registration continues at the County Clerk’s office in downtown 
Chicago until March 13th. Early voting has started and continues until March 15th. She also 
reminded everyone to vote on March 20th. 
 
VILLAGE ENGINEER  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Engineer Paul Flood said he had nothing to report.  
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Village Attorney Keating said she had nothing to report.  
 
COMMITTEE AND COLLECTORS REPORT  

A. MONTHLY REPORT  
 

There were no other reports; President Discipio said he would entertain a motion to approve the 
Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Mesick made the motion to approve the 
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Committee and Collector reports as presented. Trustee Topps seconded the motion, and the 
motion to approve Committee and Collector’s reports passed unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Village President’s Report  
 
President Discipio said he was glad we are moving forward with the Schematic Design Phase. 
 
He said he looks forward to the CRC moving forward and mentioned the Strategic Planning 
Meeting. 
 
President Discipio thanked Trustee Seeder for the hard work of the Engineering Committee. 
 
This concluded his report; President Discipio said the next item was Public Participation on non-
agenda related items.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Trustee Kozica mentioned that the Beach Avenue Project caused businesses to suffer. Ace and 
Angel Liquors particularly lost many customers due to the construction. Trustee Kozica 
mentioned sponsoring another Shop Local Day.  
 
It was consensus of the Board for staff to look into the feasibly of another Shop Local Day. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Since there was no further business to be brought before the Village Board Meeting, President 
Discipio said he would entertain a motion to adjourn into Executive Session. Trustee Seeder 
made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session according to Illinois Open Meetings Act 
Section 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) for the purpose of discussing the appointment, employment, 
compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body.  
Trustee Mesick seconded the motion and the motion to adjourn into Executive Session passed 
unanimously on a voice vote.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Amanda G. Seidel  
Village Clerk 


